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HEELS 


To the Right Reverend F ather l 
in God,... | 


WILLIAM 


be” \ Lord Biſhop-of 
 LINGOLNE- 


My Lord, 
4 ig rnd 


tobe prefixed before 7 as yours | 
in point of Right. T bey were | 
A 3 - preached 


_ The Epiſtle 
preached in your Dioceſe , where 
I now refide; and ave the Firlt- 
Fruits of my poor Labours expoſed 
totbe World, and upon that ſcore, 
ought to be offered into your Lord- 

ips Hands. It us not a curious 
Itch of Popular Applauſe which 
bath drawnme into Print, CT could 
never fancy any thing of mine de- 
ſerved any Perſons notice.) Nor 
will I alleadge the Importunity of 
Friends as a Ground of this Under- 
taking ; (though ſometimes ſuffici- 
ently ſollicited.”) But to ſay truth, 
T he Auditors were ſo ingenuous as 
favourably to accept them whey 
Preached., which: _ me hope 
they may be ſerviceable from the 
Preſs , as they ſeemed to be from 


the 


Dedicatory. 

the Pulpit. Such as they are , I 

humbly preſent them to your Lord. 

| ſhip, asarealT eftimony how much 
I am 


My Lord, 


Your Lordſhips moſt faithful 
Servant, 


Leicefter Novem.g. 
1669, 


T ho, Stanhope. 
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The Troubler of ISR AEL. 


———— 


1 Chronicles. 2. 7. 


Achar the troubler of I[racl,who tranſ- 
greſſed in the thing accurſ ed. 


as Hen Reuben by default , forfeited the 
© right of firjt-born, that priviledge was 
$. ſhared between 7 ſ:pþ and Judah. 
/ Foſepb had the double portion, Fulab 


Scep:er was not to depart from bim, nor 
« Lam-giver from between bis feet until 
Shiloh came. His Trite therefore hath the firſt place 
among the twelve, where the Ifraclitiſh pedigree is 
drawn down from Adam, to the times of Ezra 3 who 
(it not the Arthor of) may well be conceived an ad- 
ditional ſupplier to this Book. Three Sons he had by 
Shuah , but his Family multiplied molt by Pharez and 
Zarah, begotten upon Tamar, one of the four wicked 
women, mentioned by St. Matth-w in our Saviours 
Geneal gyit0 ſhew that deſcending from,he came to ſave 
ſinners. And the Progeny of theſe is ſlightly paſſed over 
with a bare zaming, till Achay comes in play, whoſe 
life being more notorious , his Charadier 15 delivered 
B 2 more 


the dominion over his Brethren tor the Gen, 4 3.8: 


. Was the trcubler of Tſrael : More particularly > He 


Joſh. 7.1. 
1 Sam, 2c, 


25, 


Rom. 1. 
29,--31. 


Fruſcous when ſlwenly worded, as when ſtarcl edly deli- 


ployed to take mens ears for the gaining their ſoul ? 


The treubler of Iſrael. 


more at large. Achar, the troubler of Iſrael, whs tranſ- 
greſſed in the thing accurſed. 

If the Fxdge be (et upon the Bench, 'tis no marvel 
toleea Priſoxer at the Bar, You (my Lords) appear 
by this ſolemnity, ready to ſit upon your 7#4gement- 
feat > my Text preſents a MalefaGior to be tried , and 
draws an Indifiment againſt him : wherein after the 
[ual form, you may pleaſe to oblerve, 1. His Name, 
2. His Crim:. His Name Achar. His Crime declared 
more generally, more particularly. More generally; He 


trauſgreſſed in the thing accurſed. 

I. His Name. Achar,ſaith the Text 3 Achan, faith 
the Book of F ſhut, Aneaſie alteration by only chang- 
ing, the laſt Lette-, to expreſs the evil enſuing upon his | 
IWici edneſs, Nabal 3s bis Name, and folly is with him, | 
{0 the Scripture of that fottiſh dolt. Achar #5 bis tame | 
and tr-ub ecrm?s by bim. WW 12). Gods Spirit loves 1 
ſometimes to be Rhetorical. Tlopreie myyneia, pawns gore, 


«awiTu owe , Within 3 verſes together. 97 


173! 173 Gilzal ſhall go into Captivity , Amos 5.5, 
Once more out of either Teſtament. Fear , the pit and 
the ſnare are upon thee, Vai. 24. 15. T'9 FI T9 Not | 
#0 think of himſelf moe highly than he ought to think , 
but to think ſoberly. Mn Umppege map" 0 6 Perron, a Ma. | 
£-99670 is 77. owgoprer. Rom. 12.3. With ſeveral ſuch 
Parmemaſia's, Nor are we Miniſters always blame- 
rrorthy , if ſcatieing ſome Flowers of Elegancy in our 


/ 


Sermmns. Diſcourſes trom the Pw/pit , may as well bc 


vired, All men have not the Gift of neat Elocution 1 
where God hath beftowed it , why may it not be em- 


But to leave this Criziciſme, The Perſon was Achar, 
Great» 


The troubler of Iſrael. 5 


Great-granchildto the Son of Fudab , deſcended from 
Facob, who as a Prince had power with God, and wit" _ 32» 
men and prevailed, Piety we ice, is not hereditary. Men pk 
may bequeath Lands, and Wowſes,and Goods but they 
cannot draw a Conveyance of Grace. We may from 
our Parents derive the Features of their Faces, not 4 
the Exdowments of their Souls. Firnt Chriſt iani non ole : _ 
naſcuntur. For being men , we thank our fathers on 13, * S 
earth , for being Chriſtians , we thank our Father in 
Heaven. Who knows not that faithful Abraham be- a 
gat 3 ſcoffing Iſmael ? that from Holy Iſaac proceeded , ... 
2 prophane Eſau ? David, the man after Gods own ,, 
heart , (aw among his Children a rebelious A4*ſalom, 
and an aſpiring Adsnijah. Yea, Elies Sons (though he 
a religious Prieſt ) were ſons of Belia!, and through 1 SM 2+ 
their ſin , men abhorred the offering of the Lord. Look '** m 
among the Kings of Fudab, at an exadt checker-wrk, 
in four 1ummediate Swucceſſions. Vzz1ah is followed with 
a good fFotham, that Fotham with a wicked Abaz, that 
Abaz with a pious H:zekiah, that Hezekzah with a n0- 
tortous Manaſſeh. So free arethe diſpenſation of Grace, 
without confinement to places or families. Our vertu- 
ous Progenttors could not entail Ho'ineſ5 upon their 
Poſterity. All are not Iſrael, that are of Iſrael: neither, Row. 9.6. 
becauſe they are the ſeed of Abraham,are they all children. ** 
As feroboams wicked bouſe may yield one 1n whom is, ©... 
found ſome good thing towards God: ſofrom the root ,,, * s 
of F cob, may grow luch a luxuriant putrified branch, 
as this Perſon in the Text, Achar, the trowbler of Ifracl. 
But as he derived his pedigree from Facob, fo trom 
the firſt houſe of his race , the eminenteſt of the Tribes, 
that of F#44h. On whom Father Iſrae] beſtowed the 
ruling-pwer , as his deatb-bed Legacy : thy Fathers 
childrex ſhall bow down unto thee. A Tribe apprinted by 
B 3 God 


3 
3s 


Ge1.49.t; 
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Judg. i. 2. God as Captain over the reſt in the Canzanitiſh War. 

A Tribe, out of which came his choſe» King David, 

Hed. 714+ 2nd afterwardsgbe ſon of David, Chriſt Fejus our Sa- 

21047, Hereby exnobled above them all , like the Lyox 

(its enſign of honour ) above the beaſts of the field. Great 

ex axe not always good» nor can the beſt extraciion 

warrant the beſt condition. Eſpecially of late , ſinning - 
is bccome a piece of gallantry, and our Age hath 
brought it intoa great deal of credit. Formerly per 
haps the ſon of a King might rebel againſt his father; 
now he is a twiſny in wickedneſs that dares not draw 
(word againſt his Soveraign. in Moſes his time a Korab 
would engage 2gainſt King and Prieft > but the rable 
in our days have learnt to hecior out both Prince and 
Prelate, and force them to compliance by ſeditious tn- 
mults. They that are drunk are drunk in the night, faith 
the Apoſtie, x Theſlal. 5. 7. Now *'tis gentile to ff xg+ 
ger at the Mid-day Sn , and heisa bungler in h13 art 
that is ſober at Noon. One Achan under Foſhua, might 
plunder at the frege of Fericho: but he 15 no body with 
«r, who f'ls not his houſe with the goods of bis brethren 
or tbe ſpoyls of ihe Temple. 1 would theſe faults were 
only to be im! uted to the meaner ſ1rt , that perſons of 
qrality might acquat themſelves trom the leaſt [weſpition 
cf being guilty. But alas! the very Tribe of Judah is 
corrupt, the honor of our Nation is too much ſfhined, 
'and they that ſhould defend their Nobility, by vertwe 
do frequently proſtitute it tothe groſſeſt vi.es. Not that 
I charge this upon allGent/emen , God forbid! We 
know there arc ſome whoſe ſpirits are more raiſed : 
whoſe i;;geanity ſe-rns to admit a ſoyle With, or give 
eoun'cnance to any open wickedneſs. And ( God be 
blefled ; this Contrey wants not its ſhare of ſuch ex- 

eellint men. But ſure impijety was never ſo generally f.x- 
voure 


—_ 
= --> ——— - 
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Voured by Great snes,nor the commiſſion of ſin {0 much 
In faſhion as now it 'is. We arc fallen into the /icentions 
times of the World. Qruicquid libet, licet. And when 
lo many Achars are abroad, no marvel if they prove 
peſt ilextial to the Kingdome. Such men carry troxble 1n 
their Name , and the trowublers of the Country ſhall be 
their Charadter z Achar tbe troxbler of Iſrae! : Which 
leads me from the Malefatfor, to 2. His Indifiment, and 
therein to the Firſt Branch of the Secoud General. 

I. The troubler cf Iſrael. The Scripture aſeth not 
to complement with ſinners. When the Worlddares 
not open its mouth, and a carnal friend laycs his finger 
on his lips, Gods word will ſpe.1h, plainly. The greateſt 
ſhall have no better than they deſerve, and the meancſ? 
ſhall not want their juſt commendation. 4 charity of 
two mites ſhall be recorded from a Widow, A box of 
oyntment (hall be krzown through the World, it brought 
by Mary Magdalen to her Saviour : and the por Sa- 
reptan ſhall be regiſtred in Gods volumy, tor well enter- 
taining her = Elijab. This may encourage us to do 
good. But on the contrary , it we deviate from the 
pathes of righteouſneſs, if we ſtain Our ſouls with impie- 
ty, no marvel it our Names be blotted with diſgrace. 
Great fizners (though eminent in the World) have not 
eſcaped their offlza]e, their brands of infamy : W.tucls 


Abab, and Abaz, and Manaſſh. The firſt is laid to ſel ia 


himſelf to do wickedzeſs. The ſecondis mentioned in a ©** 


ſtrange phraſe : Thy ws that King Ahaz, And the third 2 Chron, 
could not readily deſerve above what he had : be made 28. 22. 
Judah to do worſe than the Heathen, whom the Lord caſt 2 Chron. 
out before the children of Iſrael. Adde to theſe , Fero- 33 9 


boam, conltantly named with this ſcurvy addition, who 
made Iſracl to fin : And withal remember what Ach.zr 
isſtiledin the Text, Achar, the trowbler of Iſrael. | 
B 4 Methinks 
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Methinks the very odium caſt upon ſinners ſhould 
make us averſe to the Commiſſion of ſin. Were it a thing 
would render us boy»rable in the World , would it 
perfume our memories in the noſtrils of men, and make 
them fragrant to future generations 3 we might have 
{ome encouragement to court and embyaceit, But quite 
otherwiſe: It layes a blemiſh upon our greateſt glory, 
it renders us defpicablein the ezer of God , it ſoils our 
very aſhes in the grave, and cauſeth our names to rot 
upon the earth : enough to ftir up our hatred unto, 
and reſolutions againſt it. Eſpecially, You the Worthies 
of the .C-nyty, Stain not the goodneſs of your Birth, 
with the badneſs of your lives, Sin is diſcreditable in 
any , moſt in Gentlemen. They were grievous times of 
which S$alvian complained Volunt fibiid Majores quaſi 
privilegium wvendicare, ut jure ſuo crimina committant. 
The Nobles of that Age pleaded a pric/edge to ati wick- 
edneſs, as a piece of State. May that ſtrange ſfirit never 
diſturb our Generati 4, nor make the leaſt eſſay upon 
our Gentry. Do you therefore prop your H:novrable 
Ti:le by Veriuous Aciions , and wphold the repute of 
your Families by exemplary goodneſs. This will endear 
you to all ſober perſons: This will prove a bleſſing to 
your Conntrey, and perpetuate your fame beyond braſs 
and marb/e, when the prophane and wicked (hall have 
no better a remembrance than He inthe Text, Achar, 
the troubler of Iſrael. 

Troubler of Tſraet. The phraſe relates to a paſſage in 
Joſhua 7 25. Why haſt thou troubled us ? the Lord ſhall 
trouble thee this day; and that paſſage to a ſtory re- 
corded in the Chapter, take it briefly z when the 
Iſraclites beſieged Fericho, God charged them to ab- 
faintrom the plunder of the City, Achar tranſgrefled 
the command, and the feople (hitherto vitiorions ) als 


faulting 


A Fs 
. 
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faulting Az , were repelled by the inhabitants of that v. $ 


place, ſo that their bearts melted, and became as water. 
Foſhua their Leader , ſenſible of this diſaſter , pleads 


with God in an humble prazer. But the Majeſty of 


Heaven was provoked Divine Juſtice muſt be (atis- 
fied. If Iſrael fin, why ſhould not Iſrael ſmart ? The 


Lid ſaid unto Joſhua , Get thee up, wherefore lieſt V. 10+ 12. 
thou thus upon thy face? Tſrael hath ſinned, therefore '** 


"they could not ſtand before their enemies. To evince the 
truth, all the Tribes muſt be aſſembled, that the Mule- 
fattor might be detefied. What is the zſſve ? Aﬀatallt 
diſcovers Achan to be the man. Feſhua arraigns him, 
he pleads guilty; the roma his poſſeſſion witneſſeth 
apainſt him , beſides his own acknowledgement. The 
committing that ſin cauſed the peoples defeat and thus 
was Achar the troubler of Iſrael. 

What miſery may One mans ſin bring upon a whole 
mu'titude ? The Hebrewes call ungodly men CA\YU?, 
Thoſe that be irreligzous towards God, and debauched 
in their manners, are troubleſome to the Comman- 
wealth. It the World be a Sea, thele raiſe the ftrrmes, 
which make our Voyage r#rbu/ent and wnquiet. They 
want peace in themſelves, and d'ſtu/b the peace of their 
Neighbours 3 wreſtinz Gods judgements out of his 
bands, and forcing his wrath upon the place of cheir 
abode. Thelc Beer have their tings. Theſe troubled 


waters caſt up their dirt. Thele thorws prick the fingers eq 


of ſuch as are about thum. Phineas (as Ambaſſador ) Wai, 57. 
expoltulating with Rexben and Gad tor their xew- 20, 5 


framed Altar, fears their jupp;ſed fin would prove in» 
jurious to the whole multitude 3 it ſhall be, ſeeing ye 
Rebel to day againſt the Lord, that to miyrow he will be 
wroth with the rehole congregati mz of Iſrael, Jolh. 22. 
18. Here was a caſe beyond fear, put out of a 
Y 


IO 
Fcclel, 9. 
18, 


1Kireg. 21, 
29. 


Fxod 20, 
5, 


Fzek. 12. 
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by the ſad event. One ſinner deſtroyeth much good : oc- 
caſioneth much miſchief. The whole army ſuffers by a 


parnculay perſon, Achar the troub/er of Iſrael. - 


I hat ſhall we ſ, ay then? I; God unrighteous, that 
taketh vengeance? Ged forbid : But itone manſin and 
wrath come upon more, can this be reconciled with e- 


quity and juſtice ? yes, well enough. Ahabs ſoz may ' 


{mart for Ahabs favl!, the iniquity of the fathers may 
be viſited upon the children. Chams curſe may be entailed 
upon his poſterity : nay, the Iſraelites may be beaten 
for Achwrs transoreſion. Obſerve therefore that the 
Almighty proceeds otherwiſe in temporal than eternal 
puniſhments. The Lift come wholly-and ſingly tor our 
own impieties : The ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die. The 
firſt may overtake us for the impieties of others, but (ti]l 
with reſpect to our particelar guilt. Thereby we are 
liableto the ſtrokes of Divine vengeance oncly an op- 


poriunity is taken to puniſh when ſome notorious of- 


fence is committed by another, our own wickedneſs is 
the impulſive cauſe deſerving , thcirs the occaſion bring- 
ing down thele judgements. A company of boyes by 
lome untcwardneſ; dilplcaſe their Maſter, but at pre- 
ſentno noiſe is made of it: Their fellow-ſcholley runs in- 
to a fouler crime, and the Maſter layes hold of that ſea- 
ſoz to correct them all. Had not this ove boy done @- 
miſs ; all might poſſibly have eſcaped that whipping : 
yet 15 not the Maſter #njaſt , 1n taking {0 fair an oc- 
caſjon of giving them their deſerts.Sic parvis compone- 


. re magna ſolemus. The application of this ſimile-1s 


clear, I would it might affeti our hearts as wcll as 
convince Our #underſtandings.God hath viſued our King- 
dom with beavy judzements ; An unnatural war broke 
out 1n its bowidennd the ſword was made drunk with 
the blood of our Brethren ; Mens rights were invaded 


by 
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by the Keepers of tbeir liberties. The Church was ſpoil- 
ed by pretended Patrons of theftate: and the Def, x- 
der of the faith murdered under diſgwiſe of ſecuring Re- 
ligion. The force of Law was interrupted by the vjo- 
lence of power,and ſome men would own no a#:hority 
but what bung by their fide. Whence came thele trow- 
bles ? from fin, without queſtion. And though the beſt 
eannot excuſe himſclt from contributing too much to 
the common calamities,(each one heaping fuel upou the 
fire) yet might we not plainly fee there was a viperorxs 
b-004 among, us, lay enawing at their Mothers heart 
Mcn who by heznoz#s wickedneſs, became {o many 4- 
chars, troublers of owr Iſrael? In mercy to theland,a 
period was put to the diſmall days. Heaven ſmiled up- 
on us afreſh : and the joy of our bearts was Icgible in 
the cbecyfelneſs of our looks - when Church and State 
obtained a reſettlement by the reſt auration of our Sove- 
yraign. But have not thele Achars been at work a- 
gain? Cauſes are belt known by their effetis, and 
thoſe cffects, have been felt to purpoſe. The ſheathed 
Sword was drawn through the rage of our inſulting 
adverſaries. Nay the Almighties Sword flew our people 
by thouſands. Our Royal City became a burn!-offering: 
and as the dreadfix!! peſt ilence {wept away men from 
their dwellings : fo the Jevrntring fire (wept away their 
dwellings from the ſurviving men. The inbabitints 
were rcduced jnto dt, and their hoxſes turned into 
aſhes. Yet all this while God was jzlt, But is it not 
time then to find out thele diſturber? of our pece,thele 
occaſioners ot our troubles. thele provobers of his wrath? 
They will {oon be diſcovered upon a diltgent enquiry. 
For therefore arc they troublers becauſe tranſgreſſors, 
Achir the troubler of Iſr acl;who tranſoreſſed in the thing 
acenrſed, And thus 1 am come to the particnlay part 


ot 
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of the indifiment, who tranſorc{ſedin the thing accurſed. 
2 A command (as you heard there was that no 
hand ſhould be laid upon the ſpoile of-Fericho: yein a- 
Hy wiſe keep your ſelver from ihe accurſed thing, lejt ye 
make your ſelves a:curſed, when yu take of the accurſet 
thing, and make the camp rf Iſrael a eurſe, and trouble it, 
Toſh. 6, 18. It was the Almightics charge z who not 
only probibited the people from medling, but reſerved 
it for his own treaſury. All the ſilver, and the gold 
end veſſels of braſi and Iron, are conſecrated unto the 
Lord, they ſhall come into the treaſury of the Lord v. 19. 
Acban through a greedy humour, diſobeys, He ſaw, he 
coveted, he took 2 Babyloniſh garment, 200 ſhekels of fil- 
ver, and a wedge of gold. Theſe he þid, to paſs undiſ- 
evvered ; and undiſcovered he was, till the lot fell up- 
on him: that lot extorts a confeſſion from his mouth 3 
the prize is found by the ſearchers of his text and laid 
before the multitude. Whence we gather that this 
perſon was guilty of a double crime : 1 heft, and ſacri- 
ledge. Theft,in taking what was not his own : Sacriledge, 
in taking what belonged unto God. 
Theft, in taking what was not his own. It is one 
Exod. 20 Precept in the moral Law, Thou ſhalt not fteal:the ground 
xe, | whereof 15a propriety given to every man in his own 
go»dr, to Keep and vſe them at hisown pleaſure. Nay, 

17. the ſame God who hath ted up our hands trom fteal- 
ng, hath reſtrained our beprts trom deſiring: Thou ſhalt 

t cvet thy neighbours b1yſe, nor any thing that is his. 

He altows no graſping the poſſeſſions of our brethren, | 

nor ezrving our {elves a ſhare of theit wealith, We have | 

nothing to do to leap ijito their howges, or ſeize upon | 

their eſtates; yea weſmit our very riches bo irregular, 

which fin will bring adiſquietment upon our ſelves ; 

tor it Ababby force took Naboths vineyard, the threat- 

nmngs 
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nings of God ſhall make him tremble < and occaſion 2 
trouble to the place where we live; forif Achar tteal 
he is the troubler of Iſrael, by tranſareſſing in the thihg 
accurſed, Time was during the Goſpels infancy, when 
all things were had without diftindiion. Neitber 
ſaid any mian that ouzhi of the things which be poſ= 
ſeſſed was his own \, but they had all things common, 
Acts 4. 22. Butas St. Hierome well; Diſtingue ten;- 
pora & concordabunt ſcripture ; obſerve the difference of 
times, and no difference will be finnd in the ſcripture;. 
The perſecuted believers were drawn to ſuch exigence 
that for ſwpport of thoſe profeſing the ſame faith there 
was need of ſharizg in the {ame poſſeſſions. Beſides,the 
diſtribution they made was volzntary, not conſtrained : 
no force of Law compelled, but only freencſs of heart 
enclixed them. I add the owners ot eſtates had then ſuch 
a 14ght, asadmitted no diſprre, till parted with by 
their own conſent . They had (it the diſtinction may 
be pertinent) jus ad rem, they afforded their brethren 
Jus in re. Whiles it remained, was 1t not thine own, and 
after it was ſold, was it not in thine own power ? ſaith St. 
Peter to Ananias about the ſale ot his land, Acts 5.4- 
" But when thoſe neceſſities were no longer pleadable 3 
when the Goſpel, and its favorrers began to flauriſh , 
this temporary community was turned out of deores 3 
mens rights and properties were not only preferred, but 
ftrifier encloſures made about them, by ſevere edids of 
pious Princes, againſt all violence and theft, under grie- 
Vous and heavy penalties : and ſtealing as a palpable 
breach both of Divine and Humane lawes, made the 
offender liable, nor only to the wrath of God, but to the 
ſentence of the Civil Magiſtrate : as before the Golpels 
publiſhings, ſuch men eſcaped not a condigne pumſh- 
ment. We (ceitin the example betore us 3 a—_ 
one 
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foned, his flollen goods were burnt ; becauſe he tranſ- 
greſſed in the thing accurſed, the ſecond Branch of his 
Crime. 

2. Sacriledge. As heſtole,ſo he ſtole from God, who 
had paſſed a conſecration upon the goods of Jericho, 
and deſigned them for his own Exchequer. It 1s 11] 
making tco bold with the Almighty. It the Eagle 
fnatch a coal from the Altar , in all likelihood ſhe 
burns her neſt ; and if Achar be too buſy with the bal- 
lowed fpoil, it may bring a miſchief upon his own head. 
Therefore (I preſume) called the thing accurſed , ab 
effetiu, by laying him open to the carſe of God, and to 
the venzeance of men. Nor can they who commit A- 
chars fault expect any better than Achars reward. 
IWill a man rb God ? yet ye have robbed me : but ye ſay, 
wherein have we bbedobe ? In Tithes and Offerings. 
Te are curſed with a curſe : for ye haverobbed me, even 
this whole Nation, Mal. 3. $. 9. And not wichout 
g00d ground. Things are commonly devoted to God 
cum Anathemate , with an Anathema againſt (uch as 
ſhall conert them to private #ſes 3 ( We (ce it in the 
precedents of ancient Dedications )) whereby he be- 
comes (irong ly inveſted in the right to and poſſeſſion ot 
them : (o that a ſacrilegious perſon is not only a Thief 
in the higheſt degree, but a diret contemner of the eter- 
nal Mijeſty ; who is neither ſo weak, that he cannot, 
nor {0 tame that he will zot puniſh the violations of his 
own intereſt. Thoſe that would not bcliere have to 
their coſt, experienced the truth hereof, and they who 
by ſuch examples , will not be perſwaded , ſhall here- 
after pay at a dear rate tor 'their incredulity. If they 
loſe not their ſouls , ( for repentance and reſtitution 
may ſecure them ) yet many times they loſe their 


eſt tes one generation often (ces the beginning and 


end 
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end of their wealth. Sacrileyims gain proves a Canker 
in the faireſt Inheritance, and eates out the profit of 
our jxſteſt incomes. Nay, many times it colts men their 
lives. King Rufus his ſtory need not be mentioned : 
there isan authentick inſt ance in the Text, of one exa- 
mined, convicted. condemned, and executed, Achar, the 
trewbler of Iſrael , who tranſgreſſed in the thing ace 
curſed. 

You have feenthe priſoner arraigned, his Indifiment 
drawn #p with an account of the Crimes laid againſt 
him. But this Honowreble Aſſembly challengeth (ome 
further tribate of duty, which ſhall be confined to the 
ſands in the glaſt , for fear of interrupting the concerns 
of the Comntrey, 

And I hope thepreſumption will be pardoned, if 
my firſt addreſs be made to your L»ydſhips, whom God 
and his Vice-gerent have employed in this Circxit , to 
ſearch out theſe Achars, who trouble our Iſrael, Ne 

hopes England ſhould bea Land of Peace till it be a 
Land of righteouſneſs. No thoughts it ſhould be tree 
trom vexatious troubles , (o long as it is full of aotori- 
ous ſinners. We humbly beſeech your Lordſhips to knit 
your browes,to ſharpen your tongues, ſeverely to frown, 
ftricily to chide, undauntedly to puniſh ſuch wicked per- 
ſons: yea though Achar-like , deſcended from the no- 
ble ſtock of Judah : well conſidering, that if Great 


men be not Suns to enlighten,they will prove Comets to in- + 


feti their inferiour;. Let not prophanneſ; eſcape,though 
in 8 gentle babit , nor the ruſtling of an offenders Silks 


plead for an exemption from your juſt cenſure. He, 


whom you repreſent , is <Tegawmainins, xo accepter of 

perſons. And (o (ha!l you ſhew your ſelves Gods in- 

deed, when thus taking patt-rn from God himſelf. 
Nor do we queſtion , but theſe FHimomrable, and 


Worthy 
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Worthy Perſons, Aſſiſtants on the Bench, will contribute 
their help to ſo pious a work: Beſides thoſe arguments - 
which might be drawn from ſeveral Topicks, (and all 
of them ſuthciently perſwaſive) Gods Glory , Religions 
Credit, your own Eterna! Repntation , let the honour and 
ſafety of your Countrey prevail upon your generous ſpi- 
rits , which elſe muſt be ſadly hazarded (I had al- 
moſt ſaid atterly loft) for every Achar will be a trou- 
bler of Iſrael, it allowed to tranſgreſs in the thing ac- 
curſed. 

But before ſuch men can fall under the Courts ſeve- 
rity , Ipreſume they muſt paſs the teſt of, or at leaſt 
be preſented by the Grand Fury. And of thoſe Gentle- 
men in the Name of God, 1 intreat this favour , that 
a the Countreys-eye,they will diſcover theſe offenders, 
who are Jike to prove the Corntries trouble. Tis fit 
an employment of ſo ſo bigh importance , ſhould be 
managed by perſons of great worth : men of ſuch ſa- 
gacity , that Achar may not lurk, in his Tent 3 and of 
{uch nteprity, that neither his ſilver ſhekels , r.or his 
wedge of gold may render him ſecure. This County is 
happy in the Gertries undertaking the toyle of this 
work , which indeed they are beſt to be concerned in. 
They need not fear the diſpleaſure of a viciows L ind- 
bord, or a malicious Neighbour, which ſtrikes terror 1n- 
to the hearts of ordinary perſons. They are out of the 
reach of theſe promiſes and threats , which will cither 
al:ure or terrifie inferiours. And ſuch (I hope) will be 
employed in the buſineſs of this Aſſizes 3 impartial re- 

preſenters of ( Achars ) faults 3 theft and ſacriledge. 
Theft ; that men may enjoy what God and the Laws 
have made their cw1: that their eftates be not ſeized, 
nor their juſt intereſts expoſed to the rapacions bands 


of 7 hjeves aud Robbers, And truly (Gentlemen) there 
bs 
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1s another chef: might be worth your coplidera« Theotog | 
tion , the ftealing from a man bis grod Name and 4trattio- 
Credit. Reputation is one” of the gred!eſt bleſſings * furts 
upon earth , which if once aſſazlted, the Scars / ork 
thereof are carried to our Graves. - That Helliſhaterg;re - 
Politician Was too canning 11 his Maxime , (alu- vw dl ' 
mniare audatier, aliqnid4 adberebit : Strike bome in F#tuno- 
your ſiznder, and if the blow do not kill, be ſure ſeit: _ 
It will wand. Tt is certain our laws have provi- rafter - 
d:d4 againſt this e3/l, it is your care the offeizders ſed mult) * 
be known. facilins ſas: 
But when God is engaged as well as man, your 7'f* pro 
diligence muſt be fmgulzr to vindicate him True, Any FM 
he 15 a oo in every Crime, ( as all fins frike traBione ; 
againft his law) but more eſpecially in fome than 94%. in ilg 
in others; and in none more than this of $acrj- 1*49%%143 
' ledge. A word of as large a comprehenſion , as the pars. 
thing is of a peftiſent nature. It 15 uſually recko- fimayy 
ned of three ſorts; with rclation to things, to poteftiin il- 
places, | and t2 perſons. The loft Ager have had {*,ou pb 
Wide ihroats , and greeaily ſwallowed many boly if: Epile. 
Mr ſels. What 1s paſt lies not within your power in Coloſs. 
ſ 
to remedy; but if any ravenons Herpie be faſten cap. 1.9.7 
inz upon that which remains, be fo jw toGod Machia- 
to beat him off, and pluck it 'out of his Claws; pol 4. 
Sectre his Portion , and reſt ſatisfied he will ſecare a q=.99 
your eſtatesr- Caſt an eye upon the Holy places, Art. z. 16 
and Jet them partake a little of your care, ſuffer 59*c- 
not our Churches .to be excommunicated, nor our 
Congregations to be gathered into Barns, whilſt the 
Hwuſes of God ſtand too too empty: Certainly there is 8 
relative holineſs in them, by their ſolemn dedicatin 
to Gods ſervice: if ſo, this offence is — un- 
lis Aquinas was mitaken, by whom it is defined, 
GC ſacrs 
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Aquin. 2. Surg rei violatir, and that violatio interpreted by 
2.259 quecuncue irrevrentia, But the Schools agree , the 
hs al bainouſ:ſt Sacri'edge is againſt a Perſon, and what 
arg. 3, paſon greater than God ? Al! hely things chal- 
Gravius lenge a riverence by Vertue of their bolineſs , He 
peccatzm moſt of al who hath fliled himſelf glorious in ho- 
e# ſacril* 1;7:ſ;. Do not thou overl»0k, any thing which 
apt may r:fle& upon H'm. It you find that his Name be 
contra per- Dlaſphemed , that his ward be profaned, that by 
Jonam (a- Ordinances be contemned, that bis day be un- 
_—_ hallowed ( ard alas! thele fins are too common a- 
man, 2h mong us ) for Gods ſake let them not eſcape an 
comra 1g. eſpeciall remank, from you, nor the offenders lome ſe- 
cum {acrum rions rebukes from your Lordſhips. Pardon my 
Aqui ,2. zeal in theſe paſſionate wiſhes, Gods honour muſt be 
=” 99 regarded it ever we expect to be happy. | 

Exod, is, | tear being tedious, and therefore will con+ . 
11, ' tract. May all who are concerned in the affairs 
of thele days, cicther 8s Furors, or Witneſſes, be- 
ware of Achars faults. If once forſworn, you are 
guilty of them both. In caſe you arc employed 
beiween party and party, you rob your neighbour of 
his goods, cither by procuring or confirming an un- 
juſt title, If between the King and the priſ9- 
ers, you either rob your Sveraign of a ſubjeft by 
condemning the innccent, or you ſteal from juſtice by 
acquitting the guilty. Belides God hath ſtamped 
holineſs upon an Oath. Therein men uſe his name, 
they call him to witneſs; the truth of their words ; 
EF x09, 20. therefore Perjury 1s a branch of Sacriledge, and as 
ſuch it ſhall be rewarded , for the Lord will not 

bold bim guiltleſs, that taketh bis Name in vain. 
Once morelI return to your Lor-ſips, and preſent 
Acbar not as ſtanding at the Bar, but as lying in 
: his 
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his Priſon. Places of - that ature were certainly 
* deſigned to be bouſes of inſtruttions, as well as of 
correction: t hat however the body might ſufer, the 
ſoul night be bettered: that however the guilty 
nught ſmart for their fawlts before men, they 
might be drawn to repentance before God. Thatif 
the Crimes they committed deſirred death, b*lps 
might not be wanting to prepare them for it : 
and if through the laws clemency , they came of 
with life, their former reſtraint might be a dayly 
Monitor to warn them againſt ſarch ungodly cmrſcs. 
But experience ' proves Goals are Goals ina a double 
ſenſe; fellons are held as faſt in the fetters of ſin, as 
in the ferrers of Iron: and it 1s hayd tor a man to 
exter the Priſon a child of hell, but he leaves it ten 
times worſe. It might not be zuworthy of your 
Lordſhips to think of this partic#/ar along your Cir- 
cxit. Here ( God be bleſſed) through the charity 
of Benefadors a proviſion is made for teaching the 
priſoners : in ſome other places I am ſure it is wot, 


where at this time it needs (utſhciently. Be plea» Dey! 


ſed therfore to conſider the condition of thoſe poor 
x 641 that your ſentence from the bench ſpeak 
not death both to body and ſ:u!. It will certain- 
ly be an ad of the higheſt compaſſion, and an imita- 
ting the example of that good Joſhua, who en- 
deavoured to work ſo effedually with Achar, that the 
ſame ſtones might 20 kill bim and damn him. Let 
them ſuffer under your juſtice: here, fo they meet 
not with Divine vengeance hereatter. Theſum of 
all is, God muſt not be diſhononred, Iſrael mujt not 
be troubled, Laws muſt not be infringed, Achars 
muſt not be ſpared. And then will our Lind en- 
joy peace and tranquility z the bleſſing of the Al- 

C 2 mi;hty 
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mighty will ret upon our heads 3 we ſhall partake 
of his preſent favour, and indue time of his future 
Glory. Which God grant we way all do, through 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord. - To Mhom with the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Gboft, be Honour, Praiſe, and 
Dominion, hencctorth, and for evermore. Ameu. 
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Plalm 11. 3. 


If the foundations be =: 4%" pay what 
can the Righteous do? 


OY 

Oly Men have uſually mer with 
their ſhare of troubles. The way to 
heaven is paved with flints, and 
ftrawed with Roſer., Our world is 
aSea, and the heſt ſail chrough 
it, with the wind in their faces. 
That Royall Pro het to whoſe compoſure this plalm 
pretends, though by the infallible ſpirit , -deglared © 
a man after Gods beart , was ſufhciently ſenſible p &.1 
how dear a rate his piety coſt him with a withed, 
Saul, who ſouzbt his life, and endeavoured hi 1 Sam, 
ftruttion, \ Hunted. he'. wax like 2 Patridge, 1. 2620; 2. 4 
no marvell his enemies *ſhguld. ays Je as*a 
C's Wine cit bo 
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to your MuntainV. 1 Saul and his P araſites had 
kat their brows, and then no wonder it they bent 
their lows ;, they ſhot forth theix bitter words , 4 
fgn they made ready their Arrows upom the ſtring : 
and all this preparation was to wound -that grod 
man, and thoſe who were like him: privily to 
ſhoot at ibe upright in heart. V. 2. Yet as pt- 
ous - ſouls preferr the publick concernes before theix 
private intereſts, he values not what related to himſelf, 
jnreſpe&t of what referred to the Church of God. If 
ſhe fared il}, be could not fare well. And appre- 
hending her forndations in danger of being over- 
turned, he breaks forth into the queſtion betore us: 
if the feundations be deftroyed, what can the rihte- 
ous do ? WNT 
In which words you may pleaſe to obſerve 
two general parts 1, A, Suppoſitiop. 2. An In-> 
terrogaticn., A Suppoſition , if the fimndations be 
deſtroyed. An interrogation > What can iþbe righte- 
exs do? Ta-the Swpprſtion there is the matter, 
and the form: or the Syppoſitum, and the m1dus 
ſaepprnendi. In the Suppoſitum,the ſwbje& , and the 
þ edicate : the ſubjeti the foundations ; the predicate 
deftroged. In the mogus ſup;onendi; take notice of 
three things, for the word if will bear them al 1 
1. the p ſibility of it, the foundations may be 4e- 
ftrazed. 7. the iniquity of it. It is a very wicked 
thing to deftrey them. 3. the miſery or calamity 
which atten/s it: it will be a ſad thing if- the 
found .timms be diftroyed. .. The S:cd general 1s the 
Interrogation, What . can the Righterns do? or ac- 
cording to ſome tranſlitions, What hath the 
Fib'cour gore? + both may be taken in under three 
notions z 1, as vox - r:flecteutis. 2. as ox de- 
: pl rantis. 
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ploraniiz. 3. aSvox incuirentic, The firſtagrees 
eſpecially with the old: the ſecond with bb; 
and the third with the new reading; | of thele 
parts 'in . their order, I begin with the firft, the 
Suppoſition, and therein with 
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1. The Smbjedt or matter of 1be ſtappoſitum , the 


foundatione. I may ſpare the pains to tell you 
that the word is by ſome rendred (xares or nets: 
as if David had particularly intended Sanls deſigns 
againft him. We have nothing to do with it ia 
that -n01ion, ſuiting perhapsas little with the ſence 
as with this occaſion. Thus far I ſhall ze it and 
no further. May defiroying the foundations prove 
as great a ſnare toall who endeavony it, as could 
correſpond with $auls batred, without prejudice to 
Davids innocency, Omitting therefore the variety 
of tranſlations, we fix upon the Exgliſh, where 
the- Metaphor is drawn from a building , to 
which the Church and State are here. compared: 
And not here only but in obey places too. St. 
Paul calls the Church, the Lcuſe of God 1 Tim. 
3+ 15. Ferifalem is builded as a City that is com- 
pad togetber , faith the Plalmiſt, Pf, 12. 3. Je- 
rulaler,, where God had his Temple, and the King 
had his Throxe.' And thus we ſhall ſee theſe fore 
dations are either frwndations of Dotirine, or finvda- 
tions of Government, Take away the one, and the 
 bialding will t»tter, for want of its m_ which 
doth eftabliſh it : Take away the obey and it will 
re] for want of its Fonz, for in it is ſtrength. 

I. There are foundations of Dofirme. Thoſe 
pots which c<-mprize the [whſt ance of Chriftian Re» 
) /igion, WG. ordinarily call them fundamentals. 
And the Seriprere u'eth the term in the text, 

Heb, 


: 
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Heb. 6. 1. wot laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dexd works, and of faith towards 
Ged: which in the beginning of that verſe is faid 
to be 4 aps mn xeuss Abpy, the principles of the 
Dottrine of Chriſt, ſuch are- the being and attributes 
of God, the divinity and humanity of our Saviour , 
the infallibility' and authority of the Scriptures, tbe 
immortality of the ſoul , the reſurrefion of the body , 
and the like: for upon theſe we build our Re- 
ligion , and the building can never ſtand unleſs 
the firndation'be firm. Admit men once to de- 
ny theſe princip/es or to be perſwaded into a diſve- 
lief of them, and never expe& to hnd -their 
#ions ſavour any thing of picty. or boneſty. It 1s 
evidently plain, that a pratjical convidlion of theſe 
grand truths hath the greateſt influence upon our 
ſouls, to make us good ſervants to our God, and 
good ſubjcfisro our King. True, the Goſpel prima- 
rily aims at our piety, yet doth it withall deſign 
our Alegiance; that with equall conſoience we pay 
the duties owing to the powers on earth, as we do 
to the almighty poxeer of beaven, I had almoſt for- 
got to mention St. Auguſtines expoſition in his. Hoc di- 
cit contra omnes Hereticos, For then the Pſalmiſt by 
foundati ns mult mean dotirinall truths, it Hereticks 
who pervert theſe truths be deſtroyers of the foun- 
dations. 

2- There are alſoaſecond fort of f,undations, 
thoſe of Goverament ;which we ſuppoſe to be the 
fundamental laws in a nation grounded ayon the 
Maximes of _ and Civill Policy. Thus St. 
| , -Hierome expounds the words, þ leges diſſipate int, 
4 —y the laws be 4iſſolvcd. Et abuts rk 15 

n9emwilized, much lets Chriſtian Kingem, but: hath 
Its 


Auguſt, in 
Joc, 


i. 
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its nationall conſtitxtions ( if that be not too low 
a word ) whereby the perple are governed... God 
himſelf would not let the Tſraelites be without them 
as a means to uphold ſocieties, and keep every ere 
| ſous within his dae 'bounds, Now as Lawes arc 
virtually lodged in the ſupreme Magiſtrate, fo as by 

his conſent ( Le Roy." le veult ) they receive there 
ſanftion 3 (oO in an eſpeciall manner He may be 
intended in the text. David as a King, ſpcakes 

of himſelf at the ſame rate; the earth, and all the 
inhabitants thereof are diſſolved, I bear wþ the Pillars. : 
of its. Pl. 75. 3- And certaiuly = cannot 

be a greater ſhake given to any nation than an in- 
fringing the jult Authority of the Prince, or of thoſe 

to whom he commits .cither Ecclefiaſticall or Cioill 
Turiſdifion, 1 ſay Ecclefiaſt icall, for ſome of the 
Kabbins have been ſo favourable as to name the 
very Prieſts for theſe foundations. Idare not plead 

to ſo much reading, but a worthy Author aſſerts it 
\ | to be Kabbi Solomons gloſs: fundamenta i. &. Sas Vicaris de 
| cerdotes, ſuper quos fulciebat ſe popuelus the Prieſts, capla int 
who were the peoples prop and ſupport. Wondcr loc, 
not, I ſpeak' for our own order. It is pity we 
ſhould Joſe thoſe priviledges , which the bounty of 
+ | God andbis Vice-gerents have given us- Theſe then 
, | are the foundations of. dofirine and of Government , 
the ſabje(t of the propoſition , whole predicate follows, 

2+ The predicate deſtrozed if the foundations be deſtroy- 
ed? Where the Pſalmiſt ſtill proſecutes his Mets= 
phor z for the word ſignifies 2 demliſhing of build= 
ingr. Not only a picking ſome ſtones out of the 
wall, which yet might be incmvenient : nor beats 
{ ing down the higher ſtories and wpper rooms, though 
that would Poit the houſes beauty; but the laying 
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it levell with the ground, which muſt render it per- 
fetily un-inhabitable, Thus when the dcfirines of 
Chriſtianity are boldly denyed, and the laws of a 
Kingdom inſclently eppoſed, whev the people ſeditiouſly 
refuſe either to be led by M:ſes or Aaron;then may we 
wofully complain of the foundations being deſtroyed, 
And (o 1 paſs from the firſt thing, the ſwfp jſitum , 
co 
2. The midu; ſupponendi, the manner of the ſup 
prſall, in the word (it) If the foundations be de- 
ſtroyed: And here we are firſt preſented with 
1. The poſſibility of it. that theſe foundations 
MAT BE deftrayed : for de impoſſibilibus non eft ſup- 
ponendum, no wiſe man, much leſs the All-wiſe God 
would ſupprſe impeſſibilities. And indeed the truth 
hereof doth bur too plainly appear. No ſooner 
did the Som of righteouſneſs begin to ſhine, but 
clouds arole to darken his light. Truth was no 
ſooner ſtrung out of the earth, but errors began to 
out of bell, The Chxreh in her infancy (was 
ered with Hereſes, and the tares grew np 
as faſt! as the wheat. There was a Ilgwr& 
Siper among, Satans followers, as there was among, 
Chriſt; diſciples. A Simon Magnus to oppoſe S1- 
mon Peter: from whom all the Hereticks of latcr 


date derive thcir pedigree. He, tO raze the ſounda> 
' tons, while the Church was but yet in yr 
; 3 


contradicts three main points of Chriſtian fait 

7 he Trinity of perſons, Chrifts paſſion, and Mans fu- 
trere reſurreflion. In Domitians time, Elion and Ce- 
rinthbys broached their pernicions opinions againſt 
the Divinity of our bleſſed $aviour : the occafion 
( if good Amthors may be credited) why St. Fobn 
( then aliye ) pablifhed his Goſpel, The c_ 
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had already got head, men of ſuch abominable 
principles, and flagitions pradices, that a modeft tongue 
and a chaſt ear cannot with Cility, admit the 
naming them. In fo!lowing ages thele Hereticks be= 
came more numerous, and thereby more miſchievous, 
How mightily the Arrian blaſpbemy prevailed , 
all Church- Hiſtories witnels: St, Hieromes expref- 
Ion though it favour of Rhetorick may be allowed 
without any great Hyperhole, Ingemuit totus mundur, 
Net miratns off ſe falinm efſe Arrianum : The world 
oaned under its burden, and admired to ſee it ſelf 
devoted to Arrins. Nay, ſo far were the Dotfors of 
the Church ſeduced, that Athanafins alone ftickled 
conſiderably. for the Orthod»x Dotirine : there was 
Unus Athanafins contra totum mundum, et totus 
contra #num Athanafium. It would be tedious to 
trace the footſteps of thele deſtroyers to our days: 
Were all books burnt, were all records of former 
times loft, could we betray our (elves into ſuch ix- 
cedulity that nothing which our* Fathers have de- 
livered would gain our belief; yet if we will take 
up ſhort of the madneſs to diſtruſt our eyes and ears, 
we ſhall ſoon perceive a poſlibility of this wif 
cbief. Which of us are ſtrangers to the Quakers plea 
of perfetiion, and preferring Enthuſiaſticall revelations 
above the Holy Scriptures ? Who knows not that 
the Anabaptiſts to defend their not b aptizing infants, 
mplead the doQtine- of Original fin ? Some have 
taken pains to rob the ſoul of its happineſs immes» 
diately after death, and to Ill it aflzep with the 
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= {| bodytill the general reſurretiion. Others would diſ- 
ft {prove the ſufficiency of Chrifts ſufferings; . and 3 
n' third fort would deveft both Him and the Holy 
1 | Ghoſt of their Gedbead. Theſe things chrough'the 
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licention(ne(s of the Preſs are expoſed to public), view 
and made too maniftjt to be concealed. 


Paſs from the f #ndatims of dofirine, to thoſe of 


Government. And have we not (een a poſſibility of 
their deftruttion. We have lived. in thoſe days 
when the woice of /aws could not be heard tor the 
diſhins cf armour, when men defended their Sove- 


ralgn by mvaning his Authority, and fought for their 


King with Swords drawn againlt him: when they 
pat Him in priſon; to eltatliſh Him in his throne, and 
to make. Him ploricus, cut off his bead. And how 
came theſe rhings to pals? Satans agents are ſub- 
tle, they doNatuodver jn St. Judes phrafe g. 4. 
furtim 'intrare, {teal in among well meaning Chriſtians, 
and with pord wirds and fair Speeches , deceive the 
hearts of the fmple. St. Aujtin declaring how He- 
reti-hs deſtroy the ferundations, aithit is done, In 
conventiculis ſuis, ubi paroulos et intertoris lucis ignas 
ros non lifie nutriunt, ſed venenits necant. In ther 


2 Comventicles, aud private meetings, Where thele craf- | 
Awe, in # chapmen inftcad of #'uriſhing their ignorant b:ar- 


ers with the ſincere mi/k »f the word, poiſon their 
ſouls with erroneors dotirines, Whether or no our 
miſeries have happened by the ſume means let ſyber 
men judge; and it theſe courſes be continued what 
the iſſue will be, all lovers of peace and truth 
tremble to think. Certainly the funndatin; deſtroyed, 
we .can neither hope to be ,b ly nor happy 3 not b1- 
ly, for this very ſuppoſition doth imply 

2. The iniquity of it. It is a wicked thing f 


the foundations be deſtroyed. Can any thing be 
more 70toriouſly evil! than the deſtroying that faith 
which Chriſt and* his Apoſtles preached tothe world; 
the rr# b whereof thoſe Apojter ſea'ed with their 
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The righteous mans concern J1 
blood, and for the defence of which we ought 


(7@yoritsom, ſummis viribus certare, earneſbly to con- JUdev, 5. 
tend for the faith, which was once delivered to the 
Saints? Belides corryption in Dotirine is uſually 
attended with debauchedneſs in converſation. Truth 
and Holineſs ſtand or fall together z fome Arch- 
Hereticks indeed ſeemed very pirus for a while, till, 
their opinions met with coxſiderab'e entertainment. 
Devtion like a Crutch, muſt ſupport them while 
weak, when their legs are {We they throw 
it away, The firſt, aud main oppoſers of truth were 
known to be men of flagitions [tves: Witne(s the 
laſc iviaus carriage of Simon Magus with his Helenaz 
of Montanus with his Pr3ſca and' Maximilla, the 
ſtrange uncleaneſs of the Nicolaitans, and the ab- 
bominable obſcenity of the Gneſticks particularly re- NY x 
corded by Epipbanins. ' And no marvellif our 
pradiices * are irregular, when our Jndgements are 
perverted; if we mm Gods grace into laſciviouſneſs, 
when we come to deny the Lord that bought us. 

Look we upon the furndations of Government , 
and the derftoying them will appear a manifelt wicked- 
neſ;; God hath implanted in mans nature an inclination 
to live ſociably. * Without laws there can be #0 ſo- 
cieties, becauſe there can be nothing of order and 
rule. He is the Author of power and dominion 3 By 
me Kings reign Prov. 18. 15. God ſets the Crown' 
upon a Princes head, and puts the Scepter into bis 
band; to whom thus exalted, he hath commanded 
our ſu#bjeFion and reverence ( Let every ſoul be ſub- 
jed to the bigher powers, Rom. 13. 1.) andchar- 
ged upon us a conſcienti:zus obedience in all things ' 
larfull : ye muſt needs be ſubjeft, not only fir wrath 
bu” "alſo for conſcience ſake. v. 5. 0 that. hence it 
follows 
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l follows; They who endeavour the ſubverſion of laws 

if or reſt *4be Authority of their Kings, (whole the 

laws arez) fin expreſly againſt the word of God: 

Which ſhew3 the- iniquizty of deſtroying the foun- 

dations. And then no doubt we (hall ſoon tind 

3+ The miſery, or ca'amity which attends it. im- 

plyed alfo in this ſippoſirion, if the foundations be 

u deftroyed. And truly what can we expc& from ſin, 

| but miſery ? Herefies have done the Church more 

| herm than perſecietions. The one hath ſcratched ber 

face, but the other hath gnawed her b wels, The 

one hath ſometimes pxt ber into a fezvonr, the 9- 

ther hath preyed upon her like a Genzreen: it is the 

Apoſtles word 2 Tim. 2. 17. But among the miſ- 

chiefs which are inſep.rrable attendants upon the 

prev ulency of errors , there 15 ne more inju es Chriſts 

. myſtical body, than the ſchiſmes and fu@ims they 

; / diretily necaſion. Tritth is the payent of pexce and 

< concord 3 while there is one faxth, there will be oxte 

Spirit. Error is the nnhappy Mther of ſftrifer and 

P diviſions. Experience convinceth, that difference 

| | n judgement will breed diftance in affedion, and 

diftance in affefiion will interrupt brothcrly Communi- 

on, As ſchiſme diſpoſeth to Hyrefee, fo doth Hereſie 

' ro ſchiſme: nor can we imagine there ſhould be 4 

Coſi. e tn devrtimms, where there is not an agrecm-ut 

in opinimms. + What grievotts confuſions happened in 

B the Church, when the Arrians were f:v:ured above 

:\\F the Orthodox? One party ſeparating from the 
IJ other, and the fantors of that bliſphemy perſtcuti 

| the true belizvers with wnchriftian cruelty. I ae 

not mention the !2mentable broyles which ruined 

| Germany by the rage of the Anabaprifts. Thele ca- 

| lamities have, and do, and wi follow, if the f.un4a- 

s | -  1tons of doftrine be deſtroyed; And 
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And no doubt, the like erills muſt be expected 


, upon deſtroying the foundations of Government. It 


was well ſaid men bad better live where nothing is 
lawfnll, than where all things are: and a bramble Go- 
vernment is better than none. Tyranny makes any 
Kingdom a. kind of Purgatory, but Anarchy makes it 
a ve'y Hell : nay, what if I ſay, even Hell abbors 
it 3 for that place of torment admits of ſome order, 
and there we mect with a Prince of the Devils. 
Take away the exerciſe of Authority, and you intro- 
duce confiefion. Bring, down the Soveraign power , 
and every Peaſant will make himſelf King. The 
ordinary rabble are fo mad-beaded, that if .affeirs be 
kft to their management, piety, and honeſty will both 
ſuffer , Religion and juſtice will be 1zrned ont of doors. 
"Tis not in vain the Scripture tour times repeats, 
In thoſe days there was no King in Iſrael : Since the. 
reaſon of recording it ſo often may be gathered 
from the places where it is f.#nd. When that people 
had #0 ſetled Government, every man was 8s Law- 
Liver to himſelf, and never did they Commit more 
wickedneſs, or endure more miſery. Micab ſteals his 
Mothers money 3 part whereof when reſtored, is 
made into an Image, and the man gets an houſe- 
full of Gods : what 1s the reaſon ? In thoſe days there 
was no King in Iſrael, Judg. 17. 6. Micahs houle 
is robbed by the Daniter, and thoſe Children of 
Dan worſhip this Image : How came this [4o/atry? In 
thoſe days there was no King inIſrael. Judg. 18. 1+ 
The Levites Concubine is abuſed to death : when 
was this gr ſs wncleanneſ;? In thoſe days when there 
was no King in Iſrael, Judg. 19. 1. T/rae! and Ben- 
Jamin Tuaryel, becauſe the adulterers eſcape unpu- 
niſked 40000 Iraclites are ſlain, and the tribe of 

EE Benjamin 
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Benjamin reduced tO 608, and that calamity pro- 
ceeded from the ſame ground: Inthoſe days there 
was no King inlſrael, every man did that bich was 
riaht in his own eyes. Jndg. 21. 25+ But what 
necd we travell as far aS Canaan, when poor England 
hath experienced theſe fatall miſcbiefs ? It is not be- 
yond the reach of our memories to recolle&t fad E- 
vidences of this truth. Our Kingdom was once 
the wonder of its friends and the terror of its ene- 
mics : andſo continued, while the foundations were 
unſhaken : but violent bands Were laid upen theme 
by Ambition and Fattion. A company of Male- 
Contents (like ſo many Fehxes ) drove on their de- 
fins with ſuch fury, that the Sword prevailed a- 
bove the law, the people (I am ſorry to lay 1t) 
were preached into rebellion: Loyall ſubjes were the 
only Malignant, and God could not be ſerved it Ce- 
ſar were obeyed, How many liver and eſtates were 
ſacrifieedto thc popular fury? Lords andCommnons fell by 
choulands,til) at Iength,that Incemparavle Prince and 
Blefſe!! Martyr laid his zeck upon theblock. ---=-Infan- 
dum jubeo renovare dolorem. The body ofthe Kingdom 


had ſurfeited of peace and plenty, a4 our ftate-eme | 
pyricks knew no cure, but to ct off the head. Poſ- 

libly there were ſome grievences to be redreſſed, | 
ſome: corruptions had perhaps crept into Church and 
C:mmonwealih , was this the way to give eaſe for | 


the oe, Or to rot out the other? It is ttxange that 
the ſhrinking of a Beam, or the jutting of a wall can 
no way be ciped but by pulling diwn the bouſe ? 
This 1s to avid a leſſer evill by admitting a ſcore of 
greater. A ſcore did I lay? that 7xmber is too ſmall 
thetr name is Legion, | fo they are m1ny. So we found 
tzem,and groaxed under them for ſeyerall yn, 
R til 
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till the. Almighty providence 0 Our raines, 
and ſet »p our pillars in their places again. God 
graut they may ſtand firm againſt all the attempes 
of dangerous wnderminers. But lince there is a poſ- 
fehility of), an iniquity in, and a miſery foloweth the dev 
ſtroying thele foundations, no marvel if cach pioxs 


ſoul bethink, it (elf of its own duty, and often - 


the Pſalmiſts queſtion, If the foundations be deftroye 
what can the righteous do ? And fo I paſs to the 
ſecond generall part of the text 3 

2+ The Interrogation , which may be looked up- 
on 


1. As vox reflefient's, The woice of one ſearching 


into the true gromnds of this dr eadfull miſery. Which 
ſeems more probable , becauſe ſeveral tranſlations 
render it in the pretertenſe Ti inoiuo: Giza {© the 


Septu ugint, and our Liturgy- P/a/ms, what hath the 


righteous done ? David was ſatisfied, Gods Judge- 
ments are deſerved, betore they be anflicted. The va- 


piers Of fin cauſe the ſhowers of ſorrow. He doth Lament, 
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not afflii willingly, nor grieve the Children of men. 3+ 33: 


And becauſe we may ſometimes read malxm in 


' malo, the evill we dy in the cvill we ſuffer , it 15 


worth a fcrious ſearch how our fa#'/t and our cor- 


redo ſuite, that the Query may be ſoon reſolved, if 


he foundations be deſtroyed what the righteows hath 
done. 

Why ſhould not we then who have ſhared in 
the miſery, be as dil/izent in the duty ? The. task 
will be eafie: For if our calamities were written 
ax blood, our fins have been graven with the point 
of a Diamond. Diſobedience to Authority, in Queen 
Elizabeths days, was like the cloud ſeen b y Elijabs 


ſervant, about the bigneſs of 4 mani band, which - yr 
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Feclef 11, 1 proceſs of time growing greater and greater, over = 


ſtread the face of our heavens : and if the clouds be 
full they will empty themſelves, theſe did, and in fo 
violent a manner, as to beat down all before them. 
Little ſhelter con!d be found from that ftorm. Nor 
could it be otherwiſe 1magined, when our owr 
hands by unc»vering the houſe had expoſed 1t to the 
weather , well might the poſts be Fotted, and the 
building fall. Andi when we have thus enquired 1u- 
to the cauſe, how can we refle& upon it without 
aking hearts, and mviſtened eyes, bewailing oar mi- 
ſery, ſirfwlneſ7, and imprudence; which leads me to the 
ſecond notion 

2. As vox deplorantis, the voice of a Mourner. And 
this will agree with both Tranſlations. With the 
old, what bath the righteows done? (o it is vox de- 
jlorantis peccatun.; with the new what can the righte- 
cus do? (Ot is vox deploraniis impotentiam. 

1. Vox deplorantis fpeccatum, a Lamentation "for 
the ſin. The beſt p1ieving for the offlifiions of Foſeph, is 
firjt to grieve for the fins of Joſeph. Men can never 
be truw'y affeted with their puniſhments, till they be 
rightly apprehenſ:ve of their wickedneſs, And ob- 
lerve the phraſe, it is what bath the righteous done? 
not what hub the righteous ſuffered? To convince 
us, the Fſalmiſt had an eye at the malum culpe , 
as well as the ma/um pene; that he wepz for the 
crime e mmitte4, as wcll as for the miſery inflifted. 
In theſe terns the Scripture ecxprefieth our peni- 
tentiall mourning: no man repented bim of bis wicked- 
neſs, ſaying what have 1 doe ? Jerem. 8. 6. And 
ſure while we kxov not ourlins, fo as to be hum- 
bled, while we underſtand not our tranſpreſſions, (o 
as to be ſorry for them;zwell may we fear thatall 
the 


_ 


OR ws. 


"+ 6 


il 


for the Charches miſery. 


the foundetions of the earth will be moved out of conrſe, 
This alſoinftructs us in a necefſary duty. That 
whenſoever the foundations are in danger to be e- 
ſtrozed, inſtcad of perſiſteng in theſe enormous crimes 
which may cauſe their xtter downfall; we "ſhould 
rather ſadly lament onr ſins already committed , 
whereby God is. provoked fo dreadfully to appear 
againſt us. And oh! that our heads were waters, 
and our eyes a fountain of tears, that wemight weep 
day and night, for thoſe errors, ſchiſmes , fatiimns, 
ſecular deſigns, and ſeditious prattices, whereby the 
pillars of this nation have bcen made to reell, and 
the props both of Church and ftate ſo terribly ſh2+ 
ken. And happy may we think our ſelves thus to 
waſh away the ftain of that blood, which hath been 
ſhed like water about our Jeruſalem. Whercas it we go 
on without remorſe, if there be no relentings m 
our bowels, no expreſſions of ſorrow in our outward 
carriage, We ſhall find our miſeries encreaſed to that 
beight, as to rendervus altogether helpleſs : tor if 
the foundations be deſtroyed, what can the rizbteous 
do? and in that reading, the queſtion is 
2. Vox deplorantis impotentiam, a lamentation of our 
inability to belp owr ſelves. Miſeries are much ſooner oc- 
caſioned than removed. It is in our power to bring them 
God only can withdraw them. A ſtately fubrich is 
ealily demoliſfted , but care and (kill muſt both con- 
tribute to its yeedification. A pernicions Heretick may 
deſtroy the foundations of dofivine; A ſeditiuns Rebel 
may ſhake the foundations of Grvernment: but when 
theſe wicked ouy are played,'tis hard to eſtabliſh 
them again. So little muft we look to ow» ſelves , 
and ſo much to God, acknowledgeing his help alone 
in our petitions for it with David, Pl. 60. I1. 
D 3 (21ve 
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Giveus help from tronble, for vain is 1he helpof man. 

And if ever the world be engaged to ſubſcribe 
this truth, Englands band muft go with the tixſt. 
How deſperate a condition we were in, our fclves 
can give the beſt account: torn with continuall 
experience of running from bad to worſe, become 
the reproach of thols who hated, and the pity of 
thoſe who loved us. Nor did the wiſet know 
what courſe to ſteer, till an over-ruling providence ſet 
all things right, reducing us both for defirineand 
Government to our ancient happineſs. The blefled 
reftauration of our Soveraign; and in him of Aw- 
thority, made all perſons ( howſoever diffſatiafied 
in point of intereſt ) acknowledge a digitus Det, 
that the finger -f God was in it, Never were 
people redeemed from ſlzvery with a moxe _ 
tert haud, Never had nation more fax/e to ſay 
this was the Lords doing. However we forget, 
poſterity will remember it, and (TI hope ) redeem 
with thank ſxlneſs what we have forfeited by ingra» 


tiinde. And for #7 ſelves, ſippoting our deſerved 


74, ements tall upon our heads,it according to our dc» 
mer1tsy the frundations ſhould be, or near to be deſtroy- 


ed, let us at Jairbe wiſe, and look upon this queſt ion. . 


3. AS vooytn quirentis, an enquiry what weare toda 
in {ſuch 2nextremity. And (ſo we take it dire» 
ly according to oug own tranſl tion , what can the 
righteews 40? It calamitous miſeries may not be pre- 
vented, it 13 prifdence $0. confider how we ſhould 
bear up under them, that they may neither crap 
our backs, vor break our. bearts: that by an boly poli- 
cy, we may at preſent aleviate our burden, and in 


. Gods good time, obtain a Gracious reliezſe from it, 


And 'methink the wext words dixct us to an 
| excellens 
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excellent expedient for this work. Immediacely af- 
ter the queſtion, what can ibe rightecns do ? fol- 
lowes ( as if the Plalmiſt made anſwer to him(elt ) 
The Lord is in bis Holy Temple, the Lords throneis 
in Heaven v. 4. whercin is iufinuated our duty'of 
fidncial waiting upon , and ſupplicating God for re- 
dreſs from thaſe grievances. A fiduciall waiting wpou 
bim. In the Lord put I my truſt v. 1. Notwiths» 
ftanding the wicked contrivacnes of men , notwith» 
itanding the malicious deſigns wherein they are en» 
gaged yet lince Gods over-ruling power can diſappoint 
their prrpoſes, it 15 beſt for us to confide in, and re- 
lie upon Flim. Thus let Iſrael hope in the Loyd from 


ſo that we need rot fear though the earth be removed, 
and though the Mountains be carried into the midjt of 
the Sea. But our fiduciall waiting muſt be accom- 
panied with fervent ſupplications. The Lord is good 
to them that wait for bim, to the ſoul that ſeeketh 
bim Lament. 3. 26. and ſeeking in Scripture is 
as much as praying. To him therefore muſt we 
lift up our hands and hearts, devoutly hewailing thoſe 
fins which have-proved an inlet to our diſtreſſes, and 
humbly imploring his gracious fevoxr to vouchſafe us 


a joyfull deliverance from them. 
And when we have paid theſe duties tothe God 


on earth: thoſe who arc appointed his Vice-geremty, 
and depwted to rul: for and wnder Him, It is En- 
glands happine(s to enjoy a gracious Kingz 10 exad? 
a modell of Government as few if any nation in the 
world can parellel; ſuch wholſome laws as (if duly 
obſerved) would prevent, and (if vigoroully executed) 

D 4 would 
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Pſal. 131, 


benceforth , and for ever. And then .he will be Pſal. 46.1, 
our refuge and ftrength, a very preſent help in trouble; ** 


of beaven, our next ſervice muſt be tothe Gods wp- 
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would prniſh all manner of wickedneſs. Nor 
w.nts ſhe a Benjamins portion of ſpirituall bleſſings. 
She gloricsin a Church (mangre the ſpitefull tongues 
of tier adverſaries) refurmed according, to the Seri- 
ptitye-Canon', and pattern of the pureſt times: the 
defirines of the Goſpell lincerely preached, and the 
three Orders ſo celebrated by Antiquity, maintains 
ed 2gaintt the humour of our fatjious Levellers. On 
theſe fonndations, Church and Statearc built, but if 


| the foundations be deſtroyed, what can the righteous 


do ? 
., My Lords and Genilemen, you who are entruſted 
by his ſacred Majeſty to manage the. important af- 
fairs of this County; Ton who repreſent the perſon 
of your Soveraien > On you muſt we relie, and to 
you do we make our earneſt addr:ſſes, that by your 
vigilant care, prudent counſel.s , authoritative com- 
manAds., and impartiall juſtice the threatening deſtraticn 
of our forndations may be bindred. I (ay, the 
threatening deſtrutt;on- For what man ſees nat 
the danger. we are .in The prevalency of Atheiſm , 
'Blaſphemy, Prophaneſs, the Wild errors, and Her. ticall 
opinions which ojenly thew themielves abroad , 
bidding, deflance to whatſoever is religious work 
in us a Areadfull apprebenſion that our fanndat ms 
of doctrine are ready ro fall, The vifhle contempt 
pf kriown Faws 3 a ftubbr:u opofitiin to the com- 


.mauds both of Gzwill and. Ecclefraſticall Govern mers , 


the keeping up of fatiions z the principles of rebeliion 
imbibed in our #nhappy tim-s , and not ſufficient- 
ly rooted our of mens hearts; the {e t ng up a/tar 
againſt altar 3 barns againſt Chu ches , new models 
of worſhip to crols the yreſy.bed form: put us in fear 
that the foundations of G-vernument are in a tottering 
condi:ion, 


for the Churches miſery. 


condition. For had theſe things xo relation to Religion, 
yet as thwartings of the Civil power they mult needs 
bode miſchief to the King and Kingdom. Yet though 
theſe Pillars be fo ſhrewdly ſhaken, your ſeaſonabie 
aſſiſtance may ro? only ſecvre them from quite fa!- 
ling, but alſo eſtabliſh them firm and unmweable. 
Let but men be throwghly diſcouraged when they offend 
in this nature let them but a little fe?! your ſe- 


AT 


verity, who have thus long contemned your clemency; | 


and they will cither be red#ccd into good order, or 
however become leſs irregular. It 1s poſlible my 
words may be acculed of cr#:/ty; ſure there is no 
reaſon for it. -We judge it prudence, it a fire hap- 

n rather to #ucover the roof, ts throw away the 
tiles, and break down ſime of the rafters, thart ſuffer 
the houſe to be burut to the ground. And cer- 
tainly it is betrer that ſome parriculay men (eſpe- 
cially when refraFory and contrmacins ) be curb d 
by thoſe penalties which I:ws have provided, than 


an whole Kingdom (ſhould cither become a neſt of 


Herefies, or a field of blood. But my zeal may pers 
haps make me preſumptuons in offering to preſcribe to 
your Lordſhips or theſe Gentlem:n. It 1s time to 
have done, and I cnd all with this prayer. God 
Almighty direft and gnide you and all concerned in 
the publick affairs bf ure you, to His own Glory , 
the Kings Honour, tae Kingdoms happineſs, the 
ſettling us upm thoſe firm toundatio- s of truth and 


peace; that we who are members of the Engliſh Feru- 


Iai.63,9, 


falem, may ſee it a praiſ- in the whole earth, 
and afier we have \erved our Generations may be 


admitted into the new Jeruſalem, that Cit 


Heb. 11» 


which hath toundations, whoſe builder and maker 42: 


is God: there to reign in everlaſting glory , through Feſu 


Chriſt 


42 The righteous mans , &c. 


Chriſt our L.rd. To whom with the. Father and 
the Holy Ghot, be Honor , Praiſe, Dominion , and 
Power, henceforth and for evermore. Amen, \ 


Czſiars 


Preached at St. Martins Church 
in Leiceſter, May, 29. 1669. 
before the Mayor and Alder- 


ITICI1, 


ce 
g—_— — —— — 
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By Tho. Stanhope A. M. Vicar of St. 
Margarets in Leiceſter. 
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CASARS 


DUE \\ 
Honour. 


1 Peter 2. 17. 
Honour the King, FIR Ao» {ca 


Heſe few words conclude the Epi- 
file appointed for this Solemmity 3 
and the Chuich having choſen 
them for the occafion, they cane 
not but be ſuitable for a diſcourſe 
s upon it. The Day we celebrate 
in remembrance of thoſe ſignal 

bleſſings it hath brought tous ina King, as he was ,,, ,,,, 


natus and renatys upon it , born into the rg 1630. , 
an 


W_"——— —  — _— — 
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29. May, and reborn to his Kingdom 3 -whereunto though 


1660, 


. Prince , 


he had a right before, yet after a compelled exi/e, 
now mine years age he took paſſeſſion of his Royal 
Palacc. Bag in the midſt of our rejoycing for him, 
it is but fit we ſhould leatn our duty to him , which 
the Apoſtle hath ſhortly ſummed up in the Word 
Hmour. Fimmur the King. 

At the a4. verſt of this Chapter is propoundl 
a duc Chriſtian carriage towards Magiſtrates: pro- 
bably enough there {et down for ſome extraordi- 
nary reaſon. It ſeemsthoſe early dayes of Chriſti. 
anity- were tainted with the range error that a du- 
1iful Subjefiion to Authority could not confiſt with , but. 
was an abridgement of our Goſpel libarty. This is in- 
timated verle '1 & As free , ind mot Ang your li: 
berty for a cloak, of malivinuſn 7 , but as the ſervants 
of God. A freedome indeed is granted , but then 
that freedom mult be rightly uſed: not to encou- 
rage ſedition , or diſ--bedjence, to make it %myg- 
zvpupea Kaxias, a cloth, of maliciouſneſs , 10 cover 
fatiton, ambition , ſinifter defgns , or any thing of } 
that nature: but that men ſhould dzly and rightly 
uſe it , os $5101 ei”, as the ſervants of God. Upon 
the mention of which Wotd , the Apoſtle ( as it 
were) recapitnlates , and drawes the whole ſervice in- 
to a marrow compaſs, verſe !7. With relation to four 
OLjetis thereof. I. Mankind in_general* Hanmer 


all men. 2, Chriſtians in partucalar : Love tbe brocbktr - 


hrad. 3. God as the principal ; Fear God. 4. Our 
as imm.eiztedly under him. Kowerr be 


_ King. 
Cinay not be amiſs to draw ſome few "ol ſervati- 


ons from the placing theſe two loft together , which 
thall oncly be donegin a few words before I tix up- 
| on 


Ws TE os au O08 
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on my main Subjeff, And here let us note 


That the ſame infallible Spirit which bath decla- Obſer: 1, 


red a duty to be owing unto God, bath likewiſe 4e- 
clared a duty to be owing to our King, That very 
Scripture , nay that very verſe which cails upon us to 
fear God, cals upon us alfs to honowr the King. It 
is a groſs miſtake if we fancy our ſelves any more 
at freedome from the oxe than we arc from the 
other. 


The ſame infallible Spirit which hath declared the Obſer, 2, 


duty ewing unto God', and the duty owing to the King, 
bath linked theſe two duties ls. There is —— 
thing between to pars them , but as foon as the 
one 15 delivered the other follows: Fear God, Ho- 
»our the King, Nay , as if this were not ſufhcient, 
Solomon connets them togetber with a copulative 
Particle, Prov. 24. 21. My Son fear thou the Lord, 
and the King, Now , Que Deus conjunxit , &c. 
What God hath joyned together let no man put aſun- 
der. In vain do we think ever to be truly piows to- 
wards God, till we be erxly loyal to our King, 


The ſame infallible Spirit which hath in a large Obſer. 3.] 


comprehenlive word, declared the dnty we ow unto 


God, bath in alike comprehenſive word declared the// 


duty we owe unto the King, That our returns to 
neither of them may be narrow and ſcant. Fear hath 
{ometimes that fell ſignifcation to include all as 
of piety . This do and live , for I fear God, Gen. 42. 


18, Honour (0 large an acceptation, as.t0 com-' 


prehend all ſervice and duty. Honour thy Father 
and thy Mother , Exod. 20.12. Now asthe jt of 
theſe is ed here with reſpect to the Lord, Fear G29: 
{o the latter with reſpect (@ aur Soveraign , Honour 


the King. 
In 


47 


45. 


Czxlars cue Honour. 


In which Words there are-two parts. 1. The 
Aft , Hononr. 2. The Objed , the King : both 
which with a contideration of the perſons to whom 
this Epiſtle was written , viz. the believing Fewes 
converted to Chriſtianity , make it plain © the 
duty hath relation to us, as a Chriſtian precept, de- 
livered by Chriſts Apoſtle , to thoſe who were then 
Chriſts followers : and ſo we alſo ſtand engaged to 
Honour the King. 7 

A truth which will appear as if written with 4 
Sun beam , when we have enquired into the nature 
of this Honour, and the grounds whereupon it is cal+ 
led for. In the diſpatch whereof (for methods ſake) 
becauſe the word H-nowur is mAtonwr , and admits 
of ſiveral ſignifications , under cach of them 1 ſhall 


ſnbjuyn the reaſons tor it , warranted by Scripture , 


whence we have the beſt direZizon for our duty : and 
confirmed by the teſtimony of the Primitive Fathers, 
who wcre likelieſt to know the meaning of ſuch 
commands im Scripture : to let the World ſce that 
we exatt no more ct men, for our Chriſtian Princes, 
than they were willing to afford the very Heather 
Emperors. And when it appears the duties we re- 
quirc to be p<i4 them are challenged by the Word of 


+ God, and the Dotirine of the Ancient Church , Ict 


any ſober man judge whether we be Lame-wortby 
for preaching , Or others for refuſing to pradiice 
them. 

Fir then, for the Nuture of this Hon.ur. It is 
(as Laid) a word of larce extent ,and D vines bring all 
under three Heads, 1. Homer incorde. 2. Homor 
1nowe, 3. H nor in opere. Homoyr in the heart. Ho- 
nur i1-the tongue. Honour in the AG. And accor- 
cCing to this dz/tribuizn , I hall bere take notice of Ws 

: Or 
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for there is 20 one of thele three but a Prince may 
claim \t as his due. 

"1+ Honor in corde, Hinour inthe beart , by which 
1s meant @ reverent eftimgtion of the perſon to wbom 
z #5 born. Thus the word is uſed by the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 1 2. IO. in honvur preferring one another. And 
thus we are called to give it unto Kings, Rom. 13. 7. 
Render therefore to all their dues , tribute to whom tri- 
bute is due , cuſtome to whim cuſtome, fear to whont 
fear , botour #0 whom. honour ;, the putting theſe to- 
gether , as well as the diſcourſe foregoing , ſhewes the 
Supream Magiſtrate is here intended. Mean and low 
theughts are not fit to be entertained of thole who 
are exerciſed in high employments, Whom God hath 
raiſed in the World , thoſe ſhould we raiſe in our 
eſteem. This indeed ought to be the fountain whence 
all other ties flow z the foundation whercon the1e.t 
of our ſervices are built : for without an bearty value 
tor them , none of our ontward performances will be 
ſincere towards them, Nay, ſuppoſe God ſhould 
at any time ſet over us ſuch a King, as is a wicked 
man , we mutt look up5n his pablick ſtari11: abſtract= 
ing from his perſonal faults. David owns Saul for 


Gods Anointed, and payes bm a reverence accordingly. » 


Chriſt ſhewes no'diſ- reſpect cither to Pilate, or Herod 
Theirfailzzy7 in not honouring God, 1s no warrant tor us 
tofail by not honowring them. Puxiſh:d they (hall be tor 


the one,and puniſhed xe ſhall be (if fawlty)tor the obey. 


And certainly this is plain enough from the Text For 
this diredion given to theſe Chriſtian converts of honour 
ing ibe King,had cither relation to Clauins or Neroz0x 
the better of them was a man bad enough. This then 19 
the firſt kind of boxowr:and there are two reaſons, why 
it ſhould be paid to all Kings, 

E I, B:«) 
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I. Becauſe of thoſe honourable titles which God bim- 
felf bath giventhem , Perſons who have titles of bo- 
zour conterred upon them by earthly Princes Chal- 
lenge an eſteem proportionable thereunto: how much 
more they who have theſs from God ? Where he 
affords his marks of bonowr , there ſhould we yield 
our teſtimonies of honour , as cloſing with his diſpenſa- 
tions , and making his providence in diſpoſal of the 
one , our rule for a diſpoſal of the other. Among 
thoſe titles I ſhall name no more than that of Gods , 
Pſal. 82. 6. Thave ſaid ye are Gods, It is true, that 
ame doth point at their duty, that 8s Gods they 
ſhould cxcel in holineſs, in juſtice, and ſuch like 
verizes > not fearing the face of men , or conſulting 
onely 1htir inter:ft with men ; but withal it points at 
our duty , that we ſhould honour them as we honowr 
God: Not by ſacrificing or performing any divine 
worſhip to them; (after the Idolatrous cuſtom of the 
Heathens) no , nor by yielding them an unlimited obe- 
dience , ( as will appear bereafter ) but by affording 
them a real and high eſteem in ous hearts ; to ſhew, 
that as we are bound to entertain no tboughts of God, 
but ſuch asare ſ#itable to his Majeſty,{ſo no thoughts 


. of them , but ſuchas are agreeable to their quality. 


2. Becaule of the benurtrable place wherein God 
bath ſet:b.m, Hehath made them caput populi, the 
bead of the people: and as all the members honour the 
head , (o ſhould we honour them. They are his im- 
m:Aigte Vice-gerents ; 2 quo ſunt ſecundi , pt quem 
primi , ante omnes & ſuper omnes Deos, in Tertulbons 
phraſe : the very next tobim before all, andabove all 
feigned Deities, Now as the nearer any perſon is to the 
King the greater honour he may claim : 1o the wearer the 
King is to God, the more honowr doth bis place confer 
upon 
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upon him, Magiftracy is not only Gods ordinance, but 
particular Magiſtrates are of his appointing. Prome= 
tion cometh neither from ube Eaſt, nor fromthe Weſt, 
nor from the South : but God is the Fudge » be puttetb 
down one and ſetteth up another, Pſal. 75. 6, 7. And 
this I am ſure was the ſence of the Primitive Church, 
Witneſs Therphilas of Antioch abouc 170 years after 
Chriſt : O:ds u® icip , ave drb;on©- im Or T1727* [;h, x. ads 
wr. The King indeed Ti not 2 G.d , but be is 4 Autolzcum 
man apprinted to his office under God. Irenens about #98: 76: 
ten years after hum. Cayus juſſu bomines naſcuniur, ,,q * __ 
ejus & juſſu Reges conftituuntar. By whoſe word men * 44v, 
are born , by bis word Kings are-appointed, We Hereſes 
have ſcen trpo- plain teſtimonies for the Greek,, let #* 5- <4p. 
us ſee two more tor the Latine Church. One is from ©" 
Tertlian, about 200 Years after Chriſt. Inde eft 1 c,, 
Imperator , unde & homo antequam Imperator. Inde 30. 
poteſtas ills,” unde Ef ſpiritus. The ſame God who made 
the inan , makes the Emperour. Thence hath he his 

wer , whence be receives bis ſoul. And as if that 

ad not been enough, he goes on more fully. It is 
neceſſary we look, upon the Emperour ut eum. 
quem Domus niſter elegit , &C. as the perſon , whom 
our Lord hath choſen : Soas I may well ſay, Ce- x,g,,,x 
ſar is the more Ours becauſe appoirited by our God. magic Ce- 
To him1I gdde St. Auttiz, * Dews terrenum regnum for ut « = 
& piis Of impiis dat ficut 8 placet, &c, God accor- Po neftro } 
ding to bis own pleaſure , difpeſeth of earthly power — 
to the righteous , and to the wicked. + He that pro« 23, 
moted Marins, did likewiſe promote Ceſar : Hethat * Aug. d: 
gave the Scepter to Auguſtus , gaveit to Nero: He _ Des 
who committed the "Empire to both Veſpaſians , 14 * 
committed it alto to Domitian i; and He who ex- 3.6, g 
alted Conſtantine the Chriſtian , exalied Fullan the cap. 21, 

; E p Apoſtates , 
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Apitate. IF this dofirine be not embraced now , it 

is a ſign men are falls from what was admitted 

befrre. Nor isit onely the doctrine of the Fathers, 

but theirs becauſe - the dofrine of the Scriprure. 

Chriſt ewns Pilates power , to. be from heaven': Thou 

couldit bave ns power againſt me, unleſs it were given 

thee from above, John 19. 11. and St. Part faith 

of the Roman Emperors , The powers that be are or- 

dained of God , Rom. 13- 1- One thing more 

before I leave this Point. .If the Scripture and 
Fathersown this deſignation of Princes by God , how 

horrid is the inſolency of the Papiſts , who. would 

ſubje Kinggto their Biſhop, and make their ſwords 

ſtoop to bis Keyes ? And on the other fide, how 
abhominable is the wickedneſs of ſome pretended 
Proteſtants , who would ſet up the power of the peo» 

ple above the King ? Whit fol'awed thereupon we 

cannot but remember 3 and to terrifie us from the 

like hereafter , God grant it may never Þe forgotten. 

2. The ſecond fort of Honour is Honor in Ore, Ho+ 

our in the Tongue. Weare toemploy our Tongues 

tor them , ſpeaking good of, and b:;ſpeaking 700d for 

them; which laſt is beſt done by prayer and ſwppli- 

cation to God, It is the Apoſtles charge , that firſt 

of all, ſupplications, and prayers, interceſſions , and 

giving of thanks be made for all men. For Kings , and 

for all that are in Authority, 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. And (ure | 

this charge was never more obſerved by any Church : 

. Exch of our conjtant Litugy ſervices having a prayer 

tor the King in it. Nor can it be denied , but this 

Lib. 1. ad wasa duty payd by the ancient Chritians. 1 appeal 
Amtolicum | Theophilus mentioned before ,” T:u»ow 7 Brokia, 
Pg. 70s 2 TEITKWGY duTG, AN tur ir avs, T will bo- 
Fidit. Mo*- , . 0 
rell, nour the King ,, not by affording him any divine wor- 


ſhip, | 
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been good wiſher enmgh, he adds, Puecungue bimi- 


s leſs due from xs, and from both upon a threefold 
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ſvip Cthat they decryed in the Heathens ) but by 
praying for bim. And Tertulian ſpeaks fully in the * - 
Name of all. * Precati ſumus omnes ſemper | pntetP 
ommbus Imperatoribus. We all of us do always pr; Pp 

for. a our Emperors : delivering there the matter 

of their prayers, a long” life, a ſafe Kinzdom , a qui't 

bouſe, veliant Armies, fat:bfll corncelis, honelt $:b- 

jets, a peaceab/e world ; And as if thcſe had not 


nis & Ceſaris vota ſunt. Whitſhever be can far;her 
defire, either as Man or Emperor. And ſure if this 
were a piece of ſervice due from them, 1t is no 


account 2 ex parte Det, 3' ex parte noſtri, 3 ex par* 
teſut. 

I. Ex parte Dei, A reaſon there is for it 9: 
Gods part, as it 1s a thing wherein be takes pleaſure. 
For this us good and acceptable in the ſght of God our 
Saviour, 1 Tim. 2. 3. The command before had 
teſtified h's good-liking, this motive further argues his 
approbation, Hereby we own him as the fountain 
of all bleſſings. When the moſt potent perſons up- 
on carth are not relizd upon, but God Almighty 
invocated tor them; He deſired to guide, protet, 
and preſerve them : the greateſt glory mult redwend 
to him, his Soveraigauty being acknowledged over them 
as theirs is over us. And furely this delights him 
much more than the calumuiating, reproach- 
ing, Or rakirg into, any faults whereof they may 
be guilty. That man after Gods own heari , holy 
David knew well what would pleaſe him, and 
theretore in compoſing a Pſalm tor Solomon next 
to. ſiccceed in the Throne, he begins it with that 
excellent petition ( to acquaint us with eur duty) 

E 3 Giwe 
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Give the King thy Tudgements O Lord, and thy righte- 


 ouſneſs unto the Kings Son, Plal. 72. 1. 


2. The reaſonableneſs hereot appears Ex parte 
noſtri, with respeft to owur ſelves; becauleit IS a 
thing which leads to our own arlvantage. This wc 
have alſo from the Apeſtle: That under them we 
may lead -quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineſs and 
honeſty, The bleſſings which Princes receive tcnd 
to the peoples good, They are cuſtodes utrinſy tabu- 
le, and the better each of the tables is kept, the 
more is the Subjets benefit. What c21n we delire 
bat the eftab!iſhmert of holineſs and righ:exuſneſe? that 
God may be ſerved and mall duties may be obſerved: 
and this bappineſs mutt be obtained by our prayers. 
Yea, I doubt not to aflert, that our own advant- 
age is mainly negletied, when we negleft to pray for 
onr Governours : and it 1s but juſt Ghar God ſhould 
withdraw his bleſſings from us, when we forſake 
h1s preſc:ibed way for the keeping them. Hiſtories 
will ſufticiently acquaint us what good the very 
Heaiben . Emperors reaped by the pragers of their 
Chriſtian Souldiers, which tended many times to 
the furtberance off the Goſj.el, by a greater indulgence 
to the proteflots of it. Nay look at the Princes 
themſelves,and ſoyou will (ce | 


3. There is reaſo! wr up ſui, with reſpect | 


to Then, becauſe they ftand in need of our prayers. 
Their Employment muſt needs be burdenſome, and a 
_- many carey arc put on with theCrown. All 
thc concerns of the Common-Wealth are upon them 
as the head manageth the concerns of the body. 
There are vartety of zemprations to which their 
greatneſs renders them liable. Their pleaſures may 


encline. them to voluptuonſneſy : and their power | 
. to 
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to tyranny: the rather becauſe wnaccountable to their 
Subjefts for what they do (however this diting age 
hath taught the contrary, ) And then certainly 
there is a neceſſity we ſhould pray for them ; con- 
fidering that God only hath the hearts of all men, 
particularly of Kings in his own band: ( The Kings 
heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of 
water, he turneth it whither ſoever be will, Prov. 273. 
1.) taat our ſxþplications and interceſſions may pre- 
vail- with him to encline thoſe bearts to good ra- 
ther than evill. So much for the ſecond ſort, honor 
in ore, honour in the mouth. 

3- The third is honor in opere ; an honour mani- 
felted in outwerd ati, And this will beſt teftifie the 
wrath of that efteem we bear in our bearts, aud the 
ſincerity of thoſe prayers which proceed from oitr lips. 
Such an outward honour is due to Kings: and 
may be of two ſorts; x an hoywonring them with or 
Goods. 2 an honouring them with our Bodies. 

1. An honouring them with our Goods, Thus 
Solomon uſeth the word. Honour tbe Lord with thy 
ſubſtance Prov. 3. 9. It is a point of duty to pay 
what Kings impoſe, We know who reckoned this 
One of the Te" Keaig=tG&> The things which are Ce- 
ſars : Render unto Ceſar the things which are Ce- 
ſars \ faith our \Sariouwr Matt. 22. 21. And the 
occaſion of thoſe words was a diſpute about tribute 
money. And thus the Primitive Chriſtians judged 
it. Tatianus ( about 1$0 years after Chrilt ) 


ſpeaks plainly Ilyer'ar]u vigus TOA 3 BarnWvr3 rugrar, 

ST0:pu'ds wegizev. Doth the King command wt to pay #00. Gre- 
tribute? T am ready to obey that command. 1 know ""F2 -. 
it is a thing men” will bardly be perfweded unto , #1" 


eſpecially when Ln” ©/40 beavy, and preſes 
4 


grow þ 
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grow Li: bt: when they have layen long, and con- 
tinue ffi, But then conſider the enzagement up- 
on us from God, and tiat will ſerve to anſwer 
all objcfions. Our Saviour inthat place, doth not 
ſay 4ore but 'anoJore, jus ſuum' date, render him 
that which is hx ow# : for a right to it he hath. Nay 
vluntarie date to render it him willingly and freely for 
this difference ſome Cri:icks make between \exoTion 
and \&T*J#r-, the one takes in whatſoever the other 
includes, and adds to it afrankneſs and chprefialneſs 
in the Grver. Our money hath the Kings ſtamp up- 
on it, and that windicates his right toit. Two 
main motives there are which may exc/zrage us in 
the paying this honour. 

x. Chriſts example 'n the very ſame caſe. He 
( faith St. Peter 1 Pet. 2. 21.) hath left us an 
example that we ſhould folow bi ſteps: and the 
Scripture hath remarked his example 1n the pert or- 
mznce of th duty wacn in bs Mnbers Womb, a 
kind of Poll-mmey was laid by Auguſtrs upon all 
Luk. 2 3» his ſubjeds, The blefled Virgin with her husband 
h- Foſepb, went to their own City to be taxed, Yea , 
the Divine Providence 10 ordered it, that while ſhe 
aitended this payment, the Sautour of the world was 
born into the world, It cannot be denied but af- 
terwards he ſubmitted in this nature, when the Col- 
lefiors came to St, Peter with that queſtion > *Duth 
not your Maſter pay tribute? He. aniwered yes , 
Matt. I7. 24, 25» Ic ſeems he had formerly 
done it, aud that was not the only time: though 
then he was willing to work a miracle rather than 
give offence by his backwardneſs ive Sg pail oxard ah Tas 
{48r 'evrT%s, Notwithſtanding lelt we ſhould offend 
them go theas 40 the Seg and caſt ans book, and 


take 


\ 
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t the up the fiſh that firſt cometh wp: and when thow 
haft opened bis mouth , thu ſhalt find a picce of money 4 
that take , and gite unio them for me and thee, 
verle 27. / 

2, The Equity there is for it. Kings are Gods 
Miniſters , employed tor the Common good , and 
therefore it is- jt they ſhould be well maintained by 
the common purſe. They are preſervers of peace , pro- 
viders for wars; neither of theſe can be done without 
contributions. They attend the good and ſervice of 
their Kingdoms , and N= Ten , (it is the Ap ſtles 
argument ) for this cauſe pay you tribute alſo , for 
they are Gods Miniſters , attending continually upon this 
very thing, Rom. 13. 6. But I preſume thcre is e- 
nough ( if not too much ) laid upon this ſubjcd : 
Therefore 

2. There 1s an howuring them with our bodles: 
Whereby I mean a yielding obedience to their com- 
mans. Thus the Apoſtle uſeth honour for obedience. 
Children obey your Parents : For which he citesthe 
fifth Commandement , Honour thy Father and Mo- 
ther , Epheſ. 6. 1, 2. Thisis the ſame with St. Pauls 
ſibjeftion 3 Let every ſoul be (ubjeRt to the higher 
powers » Rom. 13. 1. and St, Peters ſubmiſſions ſub». 
mit your ſelves to every ordinance of man , for the 
Lords ſake , 1 Pet. 2. 13. What the Ancient Do- 

&.rs of the Church thought of this byncur , we ſhall 

ſoon diſcern. Let one witneſs for all Athenagoras, 

who flouriſhed about 150 Years after Chritt. Avi #1 Legar. 

mivra Th xadiowswa met ap ys vuaTi pt; apo pus rw a 

vmperotuer, We do willingly obey your Magiſtrates int tmp. R.om. 

all things which are commanded uw. What thoſe all ad finem. + 

things are , we ſhall enquire preſently, In the mean 

while obſerve the <2 vwripas , Towur Governottys, 
{peaking 
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ſpeakigh to the Heathens : So that they concluded 
It a dnty to live in ſubjedtion to the Emperors , 
thongh xot owning the Chriſtian Faith. And mc- 
thinks , this ſpeech of his comments excellently up- 
on that chargeto Tits, as a diſpenſer of the Goſpel : 
put them in mind to be ſubje to Principalities and 
Powers , to obey Magiſtrater, Ti, 3#1. Iknow obe- 
diexce to Princes is an u doqrine, a mor- 
fel, which ſome mens t$oats are ſo uarrow ( not to 
meddle with their — they have much 2doe 
to ſwallow: yet when all is a 

their duty: whereto 1 could charitably hope , they 
might more eaſily be perſwaded, when once truly 
mtormed in its duc latitwde and extent. For the 
diſcovery whereof , let me lay down four Rye : 
having firſt premiſed in the general that obedience is 
of two forts; ative, and paſſive : ſo that in ſome 
caſes the one, in ſome the other may concern Us : 
Theref. re ; 

Rule 1. Where the commands of Princes are law- 
ful 2 all Subj **is are bound to an ative obedience : 
which muſt bc yielded beertily , and conſcienciouſly. 
Nay, I dot not to affert that a paſſive obedience 
only in ſich cafes renders 115 no better thin rr dnſe 
geſſorrs. Magift» ates ſhould find the people as ready 
to obey, as they are to enjoyn. And take notice I 
(ay, this obecience ſhould be yielded heartily and con- 
ſaencionſly ; becauſe the command of God herein layes 
an ob ligation; Upon the conſcience. Te muſt needs be 
Jmnbje , not onely for wrath , but alſo far con{cience 
ſake, Rom. 13.5. It is exprel5ly 2 duty of the fifth 
commaindement. They arc our Civil Pareuts, and 
Children axe bound to obey their Parents , though 
againſt their own inclixations , in things which be 

. lawfull 


edged, it will appear 


1 


| 
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lawful. The onely difficulty will be wherein this 
larefinlneſs mult be placed. For the underſtanding 
of which word , Iaffirn , that all things are lawful 
which are not ſinful : and ſin can oneiy be knuwn by 
2 violation of ſome Scriprure-precept , cither in dz- 
ret terms, or by neceſſary conſequence, This is the 
Apoliles definition » ſin 1s a tranſgreſſion of the law , 
1 John 3. 4. It rheir injructions prove inconvenient, 
they arc account i-le te God for them 3 but that in 
convenience doth not diſcharge us trom our chedlence, 
That this was the judgement of the fir/t# Chriſtians, 


. 1 appeal ro Jynatins , « born betore onr Saviours 


criciftxiofe. Tg Keloncs Garrniyere uw 0G dxirdanOr 15 ppiſt. ad 
<arTayi® T3 d ptr wh epedilers ws mgptur wr , i= Amioch, 


1 wi So'ry &gopuls This Cnlior ne?” Viurrs, Be obedjs 
dient to Cxſar , i11 thoſe things where your obedience may 
be withoit danger (and thoſe of that time valued no- 
thing as Armgerous which was not ſinful.) Provoke 
not your Governours to wrath, that you give 20 
occaſion #d thoſe who ſeek, occaſion againſt you. Now 
ſure this Holy Martyrs Teftimony rezchetb as far as 
my Rxle , and tirthcy I pertwade no man 3; 

For 
Rule 2. TVhere the commands of Princes are tn= 
lawful, Ie arent to obey aftively. It is poſſible there 
may be ſuch commands, and in ſuch caſes we muſt 
take np a reſolution of xot obezing. The reaſon is 
becauſe we are firſt and mainly obliged unto God, 
and 2:0 othey obligation can lay a force upon us, fut- 
ther than it comports with that which we owe unto 
Ffim. It is therefore worth obſerving , that fear 
God , and honour the King are put together; as if the 
firſt were not onely a Freftimo, and an argument 
tor , but a limitation alſoof the litter. Thus _ 
Unc 


—— 
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the Primitive C briſtians were called by the He-athens 
to offer ſacrifice in their Temples, they gave this reply 
ts tpoleg. as Jwitin Martyr relates it: Gude (10 PIR CUP » 
2. pro viiy % api; Tanda rages ven mew We wor- 
Chriſtianis ſhip Gol alone , but in all things «iſe we joyfully ſerve 
P4g- 64+ you. This was the caſe of the * three Children re» 
= * 24%” quired to ad»ve Nebuchadnerzars golden Image , and 
* Dan.3, Tefidſing 3 the caſe of + Danie) , when Darius decreed 
17-18, thatno petition ſhould be made to Grd for ſo many dayes, 
+ Dan. 6. and ftill he continues in the courſe of his devotions : 
a8 e, the caſcofthe * Apoſtles , when prohibited to preacb 
40) 42. Chriſt Feſur,, yet were they not afraid to ſpeak, boldly 
in bis name. But then we muſt remember thoſe 
things were ſimply unlawfull. Worſhipping Images a 

plain breach of the ſecond Commandement : neglet 
prayer a fin both againſtthe firft and ſecond : and the 
not preaching contrary to the very precept given to 
thols particular perſons : Te ſhall be witneſſps unto me, 
b:th in Jeruſalem, and in allJudea , &c. Acts 1. 8. 
So then before we xeny our afive obedience , it is fit 
we be well /2tisfied the things are indeed unlawful , 
for which we deny it. Fancy or opinion will not 
ſerve the turn 3; Nay, a miſ-informed conſcience will 
not ſecure us from guilt : becaule that miſ-informstion 
is in it ſelf a fir. But if upon good ground we find 

they are ſuch, then 

Rule 3. Incaſeunlarful command, be laid upon us, 
we muſt quictly fubmit to thoſe penalties which are 
appointed by the Laws of our Princes. And this is the 
true paſſive obedience. As fin mult not be committed, 
ſo ſuſſering muſt not be declined. It is true , ſhall 
God afford a way of eſcape, fo as liberty or life may 
be ſecured without violating owr conſcience, we may 
tbankefuly accept it ; but if not, we are engaged to 
ſubmit 
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' ſubmit unto bonds , impriſonment , and death it felt, 


Thus the three Childr#: though they would not Dan-3.21, 
worſhip the Image, refuſed not to be caſt into the fiery 
furnace ; Thus Daniels, though after- the decree , Bane 6, 
continuing his ſiplications ; jubmittedto be thrown '©* 
into the Den of Lions : and the Apoſt/cs though they 
defifted not trom- preaching , yet took they their pu- 4 q, is 
niſhment patiently , rejoycing that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name. Tony wron eprii- In Oraz, 
Su xahdbower@® v modionua , militouar. } wahor 55001. Gres 
was Tatianus his anſwer, when commanded to deny x 
iis God. Tt ir the onely thing 1 ſhall refuſe to doe > Morel." j 
but though I muſt-not be perſwaded to it , I can be 
content to die for it, And Tertwllian diſcourling how 
the Chriſtians entertained thoſe ſevere ſextences pro- 
nounced againlt them 3 Sextentiis veſtris gratiar agi= 14 4polog, 
mus 3 cum damnamur & vhis , 4 Deo abſolvimur. cap.59. 
We thank, you ( faith he-) for thens : becauſe when con- 
demned by you, we are abſolved by God. And cer- 
fainly this is the trxe way of learning our Saviours 
leſſon, Luke 21. 19. In your\patience prſſeſs ye your 
Jon!s, Which will make way for the fourth 
Rule. 

Rule 4. We are not upon the eccount of any unlaw- 
ful commanas , torcbel againſtour King. God hath 
not in any caſe , allowed it; and it is diredly con- 
irary to that paſſive obedience which we arc engaged 
tO exerciſe. Solomon tells us of a King , againſt whom 
there is no riſing up , Prov. 30. 31. - For him we may, > 
and ought to riſe; againſt him we may not. Wars, 
tumults, ſeditions, or the fomenting theſe , upon 
what pretence ſoever , by S«bjefis againſt their So- 
veraign , are wtterly againſt 1be word of God. The 


peoples duty 15 ſubjefiion, and Princes are accounta- 
f ble 


64þ, 37 


Ve. 


Pe Apolog 
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ble to God alone: it is not for us to wſaype his 
place to corred or puniſh them at our pleaſure. My 
Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle 
not with them that are given t0 change, Prov. 24+ 
21. cum ſeditiofis, fo lome Tranſlations render ity 
with theſeditious. Rebellionis a moſt grievors ſin, and 
at 15 3mpoſſeble a Rebel ſhould —_— reconciled to 
God without 4 very great meaſ #re of repertiance. T he 


. Apoftle hath extailed damnation upon them : IYho- 
ſoever reſiteth the Powers, refiſteth the Ordinance of 


God z, and they that reſiſt all receive to themſelves dam- 


etneſs of Chriſtians under their Heathen Governowrs, 
ſhewes plainly that if they durſt be Rebels, they 
might eaſily be Conquerors; or if not Conquerors \ 
the Prince would have ſo many fewer to defend biws, 
they filling the Streets, aud Cities, and Armies 3 
and concludiug againtt ſuch pernicions pradiices , 
tells how willingly they were ſ{:in, that they durit 
not have a theught of rebelling ; but on the contrary, 
Mac panciores holtes babetis pre nu/titudine Chriſtia- 
#oruem. Now (faith he) tbe number of our enemies is 
fo much the iſs , by bow much the number of Chriſtians 
is the greater. 1 have run through the dotirinal 
part of the Text , and ſhewed you wherein this 
Hmoyr tothe King confiſts , and upon what grounds 
it 15 ae ; with ſome Rules to direfi you in yours ohe- 
dience to their commands : Let me conclude all with 
afhort Application. : | 
And the wſe I inſift upon ſhall neither be a re” 
Proof of former negletis, ( men love not to have 
their ſore places rubbed too hard ) nor of bumi- 
lzetion for former errors , ( God knows that is 
#00 proper for a 30 of Fanuary) but of ——_— 
uty, 


_ nation , Rom. 13. 2+ 7 s applauding the qui- 


<»— 
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duty, and to the duty in the Text: If you be Chriſti- 
ens, you are obliged to this which' is the duty of 
Chriſtians : it the ſervants of God, you are bound 
to be ruled by the word of God. Yea let me lay 
we have greater reaſur than thoſe who lived in the 
infancy if the Church. 71 heir Princes were perſecu- 
ting Heithens, ours 1s a Chriſtian, King. Nay we 
have a-ſtronger engazement upon us than to an or- 
dinary Chriſtian King: if we refleft upon what God 
hath done for bim aud for us in him. And here 
let me but remind you of two things. 

1, He is a King whom God wonderſully preſerved 
t0 bring unto bis Throw: Covering him from the 
dangerous attempts of his exemies, under the ſhadow 
of his own wings. It is not fit we ſhould forget 
what ſnares were laid to entrap him before the 
barbarows murder of bis Royall Father, what tempt- 


' Ing offers were made to betray him after his eſcape 


from the defeat at Worceſter, How particular a Pro- 
videnceattended him in forreign Countries during, 
his tedigus exile. But with all imaginable thank- 
fulneſs are we to commemorate the wonderfull good- 
neſs of God, who kept him wuchangeable in: his 
Religion amidit the planfible allurements of his Po- 
i} friends, and the deteſtable ingratitude of his pre- 
tended Proteſtant SubjeRs. Large promiſes were 
made by the oze in caſe he would countenance 
their Swperſtitions: and the cunningeſt contrivances 
were, laid by the o/ber to ſupport their wnjuſt 
intereſts, Yet God kept him wntainted by the 
firſt, and rendred him fecure from the latter: diſ- 
appointing them in our own devices. For 
2. He 15 a King after ſuch preſervation , brought 
to bis Kingdom by Gods miraculous porver. It T_ 
ne 


k 
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-*the band of heaven may be ſcen in all things, but 


jn ſome more viſb!y than in otbers. I could almoſt 
(ay, fiw paſſages of Providence have been more 


| rangely remarkeble than this wtiereot we, ſpeak. 
-gzye you a ſhort 'account of it. Notwith- 


1 Kings 
6.7. 


Plal. 118. 
24, 


the Tower, the Bells in the Chxrches, and the ac- 


ſtanding the variety of intereſts abroad in the King- 
dom notwithſtanding the multitude of foes we may 
calily imagine he had, ſome drawn to be ſo for fear 
of loſing their eſtates, ſome of their lives : notwith- 
ftanding the ſeveral attempts for his reſtauration 
which had proved fruitleſr, and the various projetts 
which had been 4iſ-appointed; yet God wrought his 
own work, m his own way, at his own time. Hc 
tiirred up a Neble-Hearted Subjeft our renowned Ge- 
#:rall, ( whom God long bleſ;, tor bringing ſuch a 
bleſing to us) directed him in the management of 
his affairs, made him ſucceſsful in his exterprizes z 
by whole wiſdom , courage , and faithfu/neſs, our 
King was brought bome quietly, and peaceably, with- 
out the ſhedding one drop of blood. 1 was going to 
fay, his return was like the building of Solomons 
Temple, without noiſe > bur that the Solemnintes,of 
this day: proved it otherwiſe: when the Canons 1n 


clamations of the people wied one with another , 
which ſhould loudlieſt proclaim his welcome to Lon- 
don. Certainly, God,did herein o#t-do our very 
expeAations, It is 2 daywe have reafonto remem- 
ber, it brought-us a mercy we have reaſon to prize. 
To ſum up all, Let us be ſure to honowr that 
King, whom God by ſuch a miraculews preſervaiton 
hath honoured. And fince this is the day which the 
Lord bath made, ' we will rejoice and be plad init: 
Lleſing and praiſing tae great worker of wonders for 


this 
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this his wonderfxll mercy vouchſafed unto us. For 
which, and all other benefits beſtowed upon us, To 
the Eternall, and Glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt , be continually afctbed' Glory, Praiſe , 


Dominion, and Thankggiving, now heucetorth, and 
for evermore. Armen. 
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REST. 
SERMON 


| Preached at St. Martins Church, || 
| in Leiceſter , September 21. || 
1669. Before the Election of 
the Mayor. 


By Tho. Stanhope A. M. Vicar of St. 
Margarets in Leiceſter. 
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TO THE 


Right VVorshipful 


The Mayor and Aldermen of 
the Borough of Leiceſter. 


Right Worſhipful, 


Here preſent to your Eyes 
what formerly was deli- 
vered to your Ears God 


grant it may make a deep impreſſion 
upon your Hearts. It is a Ser- 
| mon preachedby Command, and was 
at the preaching, favourably enter- 
zained by the perſons principally 


3 - concerned 


ſill expertence, ſo Fdefare to declare 
tt tothe World, My capacity will 


ment than the offering this T oken of 
Gratitude into your. hands. God 


The Epiſtle | 

concerned in.it, To prevent the 
trouble of giving ſeveral Copies 
defirred by ſome good Friends , 
(which I thonght might be attended 
with ſundry Incouventencies ) I 
have choſen this way of pebliſhing 
itin Print, that it may be ready at 
hand to do God, bis Church, and 


your ſeFves, a further ſervice. I 


muſt ever thankfully remember the 
kindneſs recerved by al unanimous 
vote in your Hall at my firſt ſettle- 
ment among you ; and the continn- 
ance of a fair Reſped, which as 1 


not reach to a better acknowledge- 


Almighty 


M- 


b — TW Y— — ——-—- RY my mom” 


Dedicttory. 

Almighty bleſs it to the goodendfor 
which it was deſugned; that by fol- 
lowing Davids example in ſerving 
your Generations, Hi-Holy Name 
may receive due Honour, you may 
be Inſtrumental to do much good , 
and your Corporation ( being Go- 
vernedwith Care and Conſcience ) 
may flouriſh in Peace , and 
Plenty, while the Sun and Moon 
endure. T bis is and ſhall be the fer- 
vent Prayer of 


Your Humble Servant in 


Chriſt Jeſus, 


Leiceſter Novem.g. 
1669. | 
| T bo. Stanhope. 
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Adﬀts 13, 36: 


For David after he had ſerved his 
own Generation by the Will of God, 


fell on ſleep. 


Sa T 15 no new thing n Scripture to 
meet with Articles of Faith con- 
hrmed by force of Argument. 
Rational proofes make the deepeſt 
impreſſion upon ratumal creatures. 
Thus St. Paul ſpends a whole 
Chapter in proving the Reſurrefti- 
on Of our bodies, I Cor 15- And here great part of a 
Sermon in proving the reſurretiion of Chrijts body. 


The medium he uſcth is a paflage of Davids, _ 
that 
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that Propbetick, Pſalmiſt had long betore ſung , in 
bis nate , up0n 7 foreſight of -hiseriwmph over death, 
PRal. 16. 10. Thow wilt not leave my ſoul in bell, nti- 
ther wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee corruption. 
Now that» theſe words were a fredidion concerning 
Chriſt , the Apoftle makes out Syllogifticaly : one 
part of the Argument being ingplied , the othey part 
cages ' That .inplied is the ground or foundation 
of the reſt, and may thus\be formed. Either this 
place aſt be underftood of David , or of Chriſt : But it 
eannot be underſtood of David : Therefore it muſt 
be underſtead of Chrift. Where the Minor being on- 
ly lyable'e9 excgtion ,.i5 ſtrengthened by that which 
we hnd expreſſed, The two propoſitions arcin two 
verſes. David after be bad ſerved bis own generation 
by the Will of God , fell on ſep, and ſaw corruption, in 
this , Buthe whom God raiſed uþ (meaning Chriſt ) 
ſaw no corruption ; im _the next. Whence the couclu- 
ſion naturally follows 3 Therefore the Plalmiſts words 
of not ſeeing corruption muſt be waderſtood not of Da- 
14 , but ot Chrift. And thusthe Text ftandsin its 
relative conſideration : as it reſpe&s the buſineſs our 
Apoltle was then managing , and the Article of faith 
he was then confirming. Bur I paſsfrom that, to 
take it abſolutely; as it neither looks per Nor 
forward , yet contains in it felf thoſe rrwhby which 
may be ſeaſonab!e tor this occaſion, for this Auditory, 

For David, after he had ſarved, &c. To'enter- 
tain you with any tedious diſcourſe of Davids perſon, 
er Criticiſomesr upon his Name , would be ill 
ery both of your patience and my time. His Cha- 
ratier is fo exattly given by the Spirit of truth , 
and his /ife ſo largely written in the Scriptures 
of truth , that he who rw may read, and - 
. w 
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who reads may aunderftand them. I (hall con- 
fine my ſelf to what 15 here mentioned. After 
be bad ſerved imgining; the Subſtantive whence 
the Verb comes propesly figuiftes an Under-r:wer , 
ab Yau & pine”, rn remige, qui remum in xavt 
824t 3 he that twp; ar the oarein the ys a Work 
of conſtant and extraordinary pains. And it is com- 
monly ( if not alwayes in the New Teftament ) uſed 
of jr 18 be in Publick, Employments : a lignthat men 
when called to the: Management of great Offices , are 
called to a great deal of trouble. The Mace and the 
Scarlet doe not more naturaly bring bonour and re- 
ſpe, than careand zoile along with them. No mai- 
vel then that bonos and onus ſound ſolike, or the 
Hebrew MA? tranſlated honowr ſhould be derived 
from TJ which lignihes to te burdenſome. Men 
will ſcarce believe that King ſpake his thoughts , 
when he told the 7/.min applauding' his bappinefs : 
Kneweſt thou what cares are wrapt up in a Crown , ne 
ex luto quidem , thou wouldlt not take it np ont rf the 
dirt : but he that wore it, felt how beavy it ſat up- 
on him, and made both his bead and froxlders to 
ake. That by the way. Aﬀrer be bad ſerved his own 
Generation idig wr , To underſtand this word a- 
& 2 » You muſt know that Generation is eſpccially 
taken #9 waycs: Either for the whole time one liver, 
the duration of a particular mans life , as Dear. 1. 35- 
Surely there ſhall none of the men of this evill Genera- 
tion ſee that good Land , i. e. none of the Iſraelites at 
that time living and grown up. For the beſt Comment 
upon that Text is, the Execution of the Fudgemtnt 
according to the threatning : And we know thar 
Execution Was general , none eſcaping but thoſe two 
excepted by God himſelf , Caleb and Joſhns. _ 

by A 
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ſo our larned Doktor Hammond explains theſe 


. Words ;- David having lived bis ſpace , or term of na- 


tural life : Or elſe it is. taken for_ the people living to- 
gether in ſ,me one Age, as Heb. 3. 10, Wherefore I 
was grieved with that Generation , i. &. with the Iſra- 
elitiſh people living in that Age; And thus we may 
underlt .nd the word of. Solomon , Ecclel. 1. 4. One 
Generation paſſeth away, and another Generation 
cometh , i, &. one body of men who have lived together, 
dje , and anther riſeth up in their ſtead. And it we 
cloſe with this ſence (as very well we may doc, take- 
ing in the otber alſo) then the Text refers to Da- 
vid 254 pablick perſon » and thus far it may be para- 
phraſed on this manner. David, having whillt his 
term of life endured , diſcharged the duties incum- 
bent upm him towards the people of his time, as 4 
King or Magiſtrate. By the will of God. The omiſli- 
on of Prepoſitions in this place hath made it capable 
of tro different readings, Either with ſome, David ir 
his own Generation having ſerved the counſel of God 
(ia mid vaproyrns Th os 2s bwaJ) or with as, 
David after be bad ſerved his own Generation , by the 
will of God. And fay this were xone, there is ans- 
ther difficulty remaining, whether the 73. 4% $48 Gu 
ſhould be joynd with theprecedent or ſubſequent words: 
The wil of God 15 ordinarily diftinguilhed, into his v0- 
Inntas occulta,and his volunt as revelata ; his ſeeret,and 
his revealed will: if you underſtan9 this place of the 
firſt.chen it will firlieft joys with fxouudn, thus:David 
havinz whi'ft he lived , carefully diſcharged bis Magi- 


ſtratical office ; according to the Decree of God he 


tell aſleep. If you underſtand it of the ſecond, 


_ then it will beſt be annexed to the iN's wid Smnperi. 


* , thus ; David baving on this manner diſchar;ed 
by 
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bis duty , according to the will of God revealed 
unto him , be fell oz ſleep, ixowe/Snr. It is ordinary 
to find death in Scripture expreſſed by ſleep, for this 
cauſe, many are weak, and ſickly, and many lcep, 

I Cor. 11. 30. And our Church-yards the uſual 5ury- 
ing-places are called Kouwnes » ſleeping-roomes. The 

reaſon of 1t (in ſhort) ſeems to be this , that as our 

ſleeps are but for a might , from which we awake in 

the morning ; 1o the reſting of our bodies in the grave, 

1s bur till the morning of the great reſwrrefiion day 5 

when the trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be 1- Cor.1s. 
raiſed and we ſhall be changed. $2. 

The words thus explained, do naturally divize 
themſelves into two parts: 1. Here is Davids work 
after be had ſerved bis own Generation , by the will 
of God; 2. Here is Davids reſt 3 befell os ſleep. 

1. Here is Davids work: He ſerved bis own Gee 
eration by the will of God. It is but reaſonable to 
believe, God knows beſt where to cbyſe thole may 
do him the moſt ſervice. - He' that employs men can 
tell who are fitteſt to be employed: ſo that bimſelf 
pitching upon David, at the rejeQion of Saul , 
and having faid, I bave found David my ſervant, 

' with my boly ol have'T anointed bim, with whom 

my band ſhall: be eftabliſhed, mine Arm aiſo ſhall 
firengthen him. Pal. 89. 20, 21, No marvell 

if he fulfiled all bis will: if he fed bis people accor- 

ding to the integrity of his beart, and guided them & &; 13, 
by the kilfwtneſs + of bis hand... For though he be 22. 

an excellent pattern in his perſonal, yet he is fig- Plal. 78. 
nally remarkgable in his politich capacity. | Infirmi- '* 

ties queſtionleſs he had in both, and; ſo will all 

Kings and Governowrs, while they carry fleſs and 

b$/eed about with them; ; bat thoſe .omingnt qualifi- 


ce ations 
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cations wherewith he was endowed, thoſe admirable 
veriues which ſhined in his ſa!, the c:nflant man- 
arcment of jmblick, affairs, with piety and juſtice 
( however wanting in {ſome particular aftr ) have 
gained him this Excomiam trom the Holy. Spirit , 
that be ſerved his own Generation by the will :f God 
The work, wherein we ate now employed was cer- 
tainly deſigned as 2 preparativ? to that which fol- 
lows, and wherein yoxe are moſt concerned. And1I 
doubt not but the tcxt will enſwer that defign. 'We 
arc now confidering David #r's Magiſtrate , and 
how as a Magiſtrate he ſerved bis Generation : The 
iſſae whereof( I hope) will be the ſhewing you that arc 
\Magittrates already, your dwty;; and the informing 0- 
thers who ſhall ſacceed you what God and: his 
people expect at their bands. It is needleſs to 
fpend time in generals, and - therefore I paſs topar- 


'ticn/ars. 


1. David ſerved bis' own Generation , 8c, by. bis 
'2eal for the worſhip of God, The main objedt of 
his piol care was the fartberance and flouriſhing 
ſettlement of Gods. ſervice, The Ark that rohen of 
the Divine: preſince, had beck .taken by the Phi- 
I'ftincs at the: fatall battel,\ wherein Flies Sons were 
ſlainz and though they were forced to (end jt out 
of their borders, by. reaſaw of the Plagues among 
them, yet it remained in an olſcxre place. - But no 
ſooner was David: ſettled in his Kingdom - than he 
takes order-for its condutt 10 FeruſHem, and farris 
in its place in the midſt of the Taberyadle be bad 
piiched for it, 2 Sam. 6; 17« -. Nor would that con- 
tent him, Loth he was while himſelf dwel# in #n 
boyſe of Ceaar, that the Ark of God "(hold divell 


"witbin Cnrtaing « and cherefore he purpoſeth +9 build 4 


Temple 


Cw 
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Temple : which though not permitted to raiſe, yet 
he provides materials tOa vaſt quantity : and ſets ther Chron, 
Priefts iy #hcir coutſes , apyorinny them their Solemn 4+ 25. 
ſervices. And indeed, if the” Magiſtrate belp not in'*** 
this great work, who fbould ? He by his office is 
enftor ntrinſque rabul#', both tables of the Law are 
committed to bim, and he muſi be zealous tor the 
ane — pen of beth. | Doth he deſerve the Name of 
a God, who nepleffr the concerns of that Ged whole 
name be bears? 'Lobk- through the ftories of the 
Kings, and you ſhall {til find the beſt of thera moſt 
ſollietous in this point. Witneſs thole ſolemn P aſy- 
overs in the times of Hezekiab and Fofiab, the pul 
ling down the br azen ſerpent, the idolatrons temples and 
groves, taking away the Priefts of Baal, and the 
high plates, effected by. thoſe two pious Princes. I 
with all in Authority would imitate ſuch excellent 
examples, It good to be zealoyſly affefted always 
in a good thing, ſaith the Apottle, Galat. 4. 18. 
And 1 am ſure the worſhip of God may challenge 
that term upon the greateft reaſon. Good, aS an ac- 
ceptuble homage to Our good God) and good, as the 
ready way to procure good to our immortal ſouls. 
This then I defire to chargeupon all in publick, 
ofict4, Let thoſe that nas. you diſcern your 
vigonr-and atirvity for His ſervice by whom you arc 
advanced. Spare no pains in furthering it, neglelt 
no" Mans conduting to it. And remember that 
when you a7 for hint you a& for your ſelves, when 
you endeawvony his glozyhe will be ſure toenhannce 
yours: according to His promiſe, x Sam. 2. 30. Thens 
that honour me, I will honeur;z b»t- they that 
deſpiſe me, ſhall b4 lightly efteemed. But Gods wor= 
ſhy is a word of tarye extent, and 'camprebends 

| many 
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-many things under it : 'Þ bumbly crave leave to be 


' your remembranc.y of thele 30. 


2 Kings 
I7- 41, 


Luke 23. 


9 + 


1. Letnofalſe worſhip be countenanced within your 
Furiſdiion. Let not Dagon be (ct ſo near the Ark, 
nor an Altar for Baal be reared by the Altar of the 
God of Iſrael. Zeal ( againſtthe rales of Grammar) 


begins to decline at the ablative, as well knowing 


that a true worſhip can never be advanced, till all 
falſe worſhips be ſuppreſſed. Whilſt like the $Sama- 
ritans, we fear-the Lord, and worſhip our graven 
Images; weare party-per-pale, Chriftians'and Idola- 
tersr. The firſt work of good Hezekiab was to 
throw down the high places,"and to make the bra- 
zen..Serpent Nebuſhten, 2' Kings 18. 4. It any en- 
quire -whither this advice tends , my anſwer brictly 
{ball be, Every Confiderative man may eaſily diſcern 
that the Chxrch of England like-Chrift its husband 
is crucified between two malefatiors : The Papiſt on 
the one hand, and the Separatiſt on the other : both 
-theſe* would have their worſhip in contemps of and 


_ opp Ftion to ours: which-brings an Odium upon our 


Religion. And certainly- it thoſe -who have power 
in their hands imprave \ not their power to vindi- 
vate-that Church whereet they are members, their 
account Will be:heavy, when the greatet muſt ap- 
pear: before one 'greater than they: and receive a 
reward according. to the- diſcharge of their. places. 
No matter, how focliſh people - ſpend their Lungs , 
and firain their throats to cry up liberty of conſcience. 
Ie isa thing which once admitted would make our 


England an Amſterdam. . And if arguments will not 


convince Us, ſad experience mgy, that nothing 1s 
more -inzelſerable than a toleration of opinions. 


.  a«' Take care that the Lords-day be kept holy. _ 
| O 
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God may be worſtipped it is neccſſary ſome time be (ct 

apart for his worſhip; and what time fitter than 

that which is alrcady appointed? wherein then can 

Magiſtrates more promote Gods worſhip. than by. pro- 

. vidmg that bis. day be ſent in it? How: vigo- 

roully did Nehemi.b appear in ſanfifying the legal 

Savbath, chiding with the Nubles of Fudab, ſhutting 

the Gales in the evening , before the day declined, 

and not opening them tl the) Sabbath was ended, 

nay, ſetting bis own ſervants to walich ihe gates, and 

not ſuffering the Merchants, and Tradeſmen to lodge 

within the City Nehera.: 13.17, 19, 20. I argue 

nat for a Fewiſh Sabbath ; but. a Chriftian Lords- »,,,,, 

day, 'which had we nathing' elſe, the argument & for- dies do- 

tiori would engage 1s unto,” If they under the law minices 

mult ſer, apart ave day: in ſeven -to remember the £49 omni 

great work | of: Creation 3 | well may. we under the ata 

Goſpel to'crmmemorate our redemption, without which vignlas 745 

creation had done us mgoxd, And truly I:am fervart, «+ , 

lorry t--ere '1s ſo much yeaſonfor this. aovice; Men * [*1914 o- 

generally, forbear bodily lahout, and ſoffer themſclves fr” a 

to be worſe, employed : giving the leaſt parr of that rd nortigs 
day to bim 2 whole dane the. mb le of it is. : It 15 4% cis mi- 

' ſhame that ail wſurped power: (hould bring people #me ft, 

into better order than all the comman4r of lawful ow 4 _ 5 

Authority. It is not many 'y:ars ſince a ftrifi\Pro- liqais 6 7 

clamation came torth for keeping this ' day Haly, mortem vel 

and, frequenting Church. bath evening and- morning. 94 pexam 

I hope yow Will {cc that fo Religious a' Command I 

be obſerved. And forget not that'the fourth: Pre- —_ 

cept of the Law is directly ,cbarged upon the head can 37. 

ot. a Family ( and by the'-fame rcaſon reacheth ) Vid, Zau- 

the bead. of a Corporation. | Rem:mber that #hou _ —_ 

keep holy the Sabbath day: = it the duty were: only -15a6 90 
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omiſſion of inferiours (ſhould be ſet upon 
rs ſcore. It is ( through Gods bleſſing) 
in /your hand to reftifie all abuſes of this nature: 
your Authority will force men to Church, keep them 
both out of Ale=houſes and Hleneſs, when our Ser-- 
mons cannot, And theretore we humbly beg your 
belp, that God be not provoked to curſe the work, 
of Gu days becauſe we deſpiſe the work of bis: and 
laſt all our diligence on the ſix, for our prophanation 
of the ſeventh. 
/ 2. David ſerved his Generation and Y pumſhing 
contumacious offenders. IT will early deſtroy all the 
wicked of the Layd, that I may cut off all wicked do- 
ers from tbe-City of the Lord Fal. 101. 8. When 
the Amzlekite 'came with the news that he had 


- ſliin Saul, David ſlew him: 2 Sam. I. 15. When 


Baanah and Rechab had killed Iſhboſheth, he killed 
them ; 2 Sam. 4. 12. yet the one Was his perſe- 
cator and the other his competitor for the Kingdom, 
Afterwards, when Foab had ſmitten Abner and A+ 
maſa, ( of whom (IT mean Foab )) it might be 
ſaid as once of Origen,ubi bene nengo melius, nbi mals 
nemo pejus: Where be did well no mm did better 
and where: he did ill no man, did: worſe) and when 
Shimei had curſed David, though his Reign was (o 
troubleſome that he could not take vengeance on them 
in his life; yet he. leaves it in charge. to. Solomon 
1 Kings: 2. 5, 6, $; 9. Puniſhments of ſuch bigb 
nature poſlibly fall not within your compaſs 3 yet 
herein it is fit you imitate David, and hereby alſo 
you ſhall ſerve your Generation, in not ſuffering a- 
ny guilty perſons which come before you to glory 
in impunity. Pity and lenity do well become a Ma- 
giftrate where they may do good; but if the ſore 


will 
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will onely rankle with plaifters, it 1s time to app!y 

tents and. correfives, The Conſuls of Rome had both Camera, js 
rods and axes carricd before them : Rod, as enſign ** apmd 
of mercy , if the offences were leſs , and the offenders __ 
fenitent > axes , as tokens of ſeverity , if the fence, Amiquiz 
werc greater , aud the offenders incorrigible. Youu Koman, 
know who hath (aid ," To acquit the _— and to ib. 4. cap; 
contlemey the righteous, both f them are abomination \, | 
to the Lord, Prov. 17. 15. Nay, let tne tell you — 
that a Paringthole = arc evil, iSa diſconragement, untuy wy. 
a wrong to thoſe.that arc good. Magiftratus qui de ma> <rmng. 

lis penas non ſumit , bonos injuria afficit, ſaid old SW hoe. 
Pythagorar > That Magiftrate wbo correfls not the fi vg 
faxnhy , injures the blameleſs. I adde further, it en- Teray, y, 
feoffer you in the ſame grilt with them, It is a ſp:@acylis 
known ftory how tart, yet how triean anſwer was <4? 
made to the Fudge , who expoſtulating with a Male- 

fatior , and pleading for how many crimes he had 

been pardo , Was told, that theſe crimes were nos 

the mans, butbis, becauſe he had forgiven him, 

and ot punifoed him according to his deſerts. And -{- 

the beſt of us have ſims enoxgh of our own, that we 

need not graſp at thoſe of others, The truth is, God, 

hath directly pointed you to this daty inthe Name 

he hath given you, Rom. 13,4. He beareth not the «yg, 1, 6 * 
ſword in vain , for be is the Minifter of God, a reven» i 34-yu) 
ger to execute wrath whon him that doth ent! 

4 David ſerved bi; Generation; and by bis conragt 
ant reſolution in the wazer of God, All the difficultieg 
which attended him, all the affronts he met with , 
all the offliftions through which he waded , could 
not damp his reſolute ſpirit from retaining bis _ 
P ot draw him from his God: Michal ſcoffs when 

e danceth before the Arke , and he tells het, [ ye 
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a6} be more vi'e than thus , and will bebaſe in mine 
orwnfobt , 2 Sam. 6.22: The Grandees and Princes 
thcreabouts, fat and” ſpake againſt bim , yet did be 
me-/1tate in Gods ſtatutes , Pſal. 119. 23. Nay; not- 
withſtanding he ex4»red-ſome canſeleſ; perſecutions, 
yet his heart ſtood in ave of Gods word verſe 161. 
He could not be daunted with the face of the greateſt : 
1 wil ſpe 1h, of thy teſtimonies before Kings , and will not 
be 1ſhamed ver(c 46. A Lyons beart is not more re- 
erifite in a Chyrurgion than in a Magiſtrate , that he 
firmly and Re/faftly purpoſe with himſelf, not to be 
diſc n-ared at whatſoeyer happens; that nothing, z&- 
rifc or . ffrigh: him 3 that neither threats nor frowng, 
neither f -wnings nor flatteries withdraw him trom. 
Gol. or ſnk his Spirit. One would wonder what 
hind of man 7ſhus was that hears lim fo often 


| charred to be conragious, ' Be firons , andof a good 


courage » ( faith God.) for unto this people ſhalt thou 
diride for an inberitance the Land ,” Joſh. 1.'6. Have 
not I commanded thee ? (ſaith God again ) be ftrong, 
and of a good courage, be not afraid, neither be thou 
diſmaid verie 9. All that thou 'commindeſt us (ay the 
people ) we will doe, onely be'ſtrong , and of a good 
courage verſe 13. Not that he was either a Corard, 


for want of palowr., Or weak and flexible for want of 


C ;eſolutin : but having to deal with a ſtubborn peo» 


ple, it was neceſſary to whet and-ſet an'edge upon 
his c-wurage, for preparing him againſtall rria/s. Cer- 
tainly , there1s NO perſon in" Amtbority , but'he' muſt 
expect to grapple with ſome hardſhip, to nieet with 
ſome” ſivere exconnters , and perhaps when he doth 
bitto hear worſt : nor is there any thing tobzoy him 
up, and bring him ſfely off , but armiyg hitoſelf 
Leforthand , with a ſerious reſolve that uothing ſhall || 

| be 


] 
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be of force to move him out of the. wazes of Gor 
This therefore God expefs from you in order to the 
ſerving your Generation , that you valiantly maintain 
his truth , aud when any thing comes in conze/t be- 
tween God and Man, that you jbrink nt from him, 
nor t#rx to the right hand or tothe lcft, It is not 
for you to ſwim with the ſtream , but to ſtrike againſt 
it, be it never ſo frercez and if you caunot beat fin 
doren , yct atleaſt to keep from the infeiticn of ic to 
determine as Joſhua did when he took his fuer! 
of Iſrael: If it ſcem. evil unto you to ſerve the Lord, 
chuſe you this day whom you will ſerve : Butt as tor 
me and my houſe , we will ſerve the Lord , } oh. 
24. 15. And thatleads me to the next Particular. 
David ſerved his Generation, and by an exemplary 


life and converſation. Which was ſo great a part of 


his ſervice, that our Engliſh Annotators have made 
au eſpecial remarke upon it: aud thus give the ſen:e 
of my Text, after David had lived uprightly to- 
wards God, in his appointed times he died. Indeed 
ſo exat was his walking, that all the good Kings aticr 
him are ſaid to walk in bis wayes , or to dye as he did. 
Of Joſiah we read be did that which was right in 
the ſight of the Lord, and walked in all the wayes of D1- 
vid his Father, 2 Kings 22.2. and of Hezehiab, be did 
that which was right in the ſight of the Lord, iccording to 
all that David bis Father dig, 2 Kings 18.3. And tha 
wicked Princes are ſaid not to walk in his wayes,or to do 
like bim. So we read of Abijamybis heart was not perfe@ 
with the Lord,as the beart of David his Father, 1 Kings 
15. 3. The truth is he was a man, though not 
without infirmities , yet of a moſt excellent life  there- 
fore called the man after Gods own heart, Adts 13. 
22. And the CharaJer of him is , He didthat which 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, and turned not aſide 
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from any thing that he commanded him , all the dayes 
of bis life , ſave onely in the mttrer of Uriah the Hit- 
rite,-1 Kings 15. 5- And-truly this is an emiment 

4rt of your duty in ſerving your Generation : and 
that which will have a very great influence upon 
all about you, Believe it there will be many eyes 
upon you; ſome out of a good, ſome out of a bad 
intent 5 ſome out of love, ſome out of envy: And 
every ſlip in you will be (6 mach the greater, as 
your place is higher : for be that enters upon a P#b- 
lick Office 7 ay off the man, and puts on the Ma- 
piſtrate. Nor is there a tikelier way to make others 
go'd than your being ſa. Philyſophers tel] us that the 
inferior orbes are carried about by the motion of the 
primum mobile. And we know the Proverb, Re» 
gis ad exempium , &&c. *'T $ true of a Borough or 
Town , a+ well as of a Kingdome, ſuch as the Ru- 
lrs are, ſuch will the peple be. We ſec it in the 
eaſe of Iſrail. While Fhus and thoſe with him, 
wio were exemplary tor piety lived , the people Was 
piows tuo: Iracl ſerved the L114 all the dayes of Jo- 
ſhua, and 2l'the dayer of the Elders that outlived Jo» 
ſhua, Joſhua 24. 31. And you cannot at preſet 
imagine waat a comfortable reflexian it will be bere- 
#fier , that by your \goo4 converſation , during the 
time of your employm-xt , you have contributed to- 
wards the prometion of pi-ty and bolineſs. In ſhort, 
men advanced tomong than ordinary height , moſt cer- 
tatnly prove either Stafs or Comets, and either enlightcy 
or infeft our lower World. For we are moſtwhat 
led by pradiice pretepra docent , exemp'a trabint , 
precepts inſtru} us, but precedents more forcibly ex- 
clixe us ; and as a Diuixe of our own exprefieth it 
wittily , though the words of the w'ſe be as nails fat- 
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ned by the Maſters of Aſſemblies , yet Examples are the Falleys 


Hammers to drive them in , that they may take the fa- 
fter hold, You ſee then briefly , wherein David did, 
and conformably to him, wherein every good Magi- 


Hol y 
State in 
the Cha- 
rater of 


ſtrate ſhould ſerve his Generation. Four things I have a good 


mentioned as points if dty , let me adde fir more 
as gromnds of enconrayement to theſe durier 3 and 
they are theſe. The ſerving your Generation on this 
manner will x. Make your life honourable : 2.16 will 
make your memory precious: 3. It will make your people 
happy : And 4.It will make your death comfortable: All 
which you ſhall ſee exe&ly proved in David himſclf, 
i. It will make your life Honowrable. A Magiſtrate 
never ads with more policy tor himſelf, than when 
he a#s with the molt prety rowards God; Nor can 
he deviſe a readicr way to compaſy his own honour, 
than by deſigning the honour of God. 1 appeal to the 
perſon in the Tex » Plal. 89. 27: Imill mike him my 
firſt-born , higher than the Kings of the egrth. So 
much more honourable than all others as the firt-born 
is above his brethren : that the Kings and Princes 
about him ſhall ft#op to him as one cf a more raiſe4 
dignity and renown. Nor was it only /# in bis 
time , but in Solomons too. So well was God pleaſed 
with his requeſt for a wiſe and wuderſtanding 
beart , that be might diſcern between god and bad; 
that he grants widat he had aſked 4 and gires what 
he acked net: both riches and honony , ſo (bat there 
ſhall not ( faith the Text ) be any of the Kings lihy 
wnto thee , all thy dayer, 1 Kings 3. 13. It is necd- 
leſs to produce more inſtances, Doe you your part , 
and be ſure Gd will doe His. He who dift-ibutes 
his judgements by a tantum and quantum , diftrabutes 


his rewards (o too :; And if you expect a greater 
| G 4 meuſn-e 
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meafure of honor , - God will expett a greater 
meaſu e of duty. This is the way to raiſe your 
Names, to advance your fame far above that pareh- 
ment Nolility ( as Charron calls it ) which conſfifts 
onely in purchaſed titles , without the ſupplement of 
veriuous ations. In a word, God will'bonuwr you, 
g19d men will honour. you, and for the wicked it 15 
m9 maiter whether they de or not: though ſhould 
they malice, a"d intend miſchief againſt you , it hes 
not in thejr p wer to hart you : tor when a mans 
wazes pleaſe the Tord , he maketh even his enemies 
#0 be at peace with bim., Prov. 16. 7. 

2. It mill make your menory precious. Your. bo- 
our (nall not die when you die, but live many years, 
many Fees after you. I necd no more particular 
p-o/f of this in the caſe of David , than the pre- 
{ering his Nzme, and that excellent Encomium of 
him conveyed in the Bible to ſucceeding Ages , there 
to co#tinue while the World endures: that the Gene- 
r4 1-ns atter him might. ſee , ſuch a:man there was, 
ſuch alife he led , and ſuch a memorial he left bebind 
him. So that methinks this Divine providence com- 
mexts upon, and confirms what he wrote by Divine 
inſpiration , Pfal. 112.6. The rightcous ſhall be in ever= 
laſting remcmLrance. Nor. was it happinels ſingly. 
We read that when Moſes dyed , God himfelt tuok 
care to byry him privately, Deut..-34. 6. He bnurud 
him n a Valley in theland of Moab , over againſt Beth- 
peor., but no man knowcth of bis Sepulchre unto this 
day. And the: Rabbins give tliis reaſon ot it, leſt 
the Iſraelites who had ſo great areverence for bis me- 
m'ry , ſhield have idolized bis Grave , had they 
known wheye it was. Moticertainly Moſes his fame 
reached much father than his oven time, by that 
TRY Charafier 
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Jews , and- more than a,mn.... And indeed , This 9: 
bonour have all bis Saints. If you carry your (clves 
in your places with the ſame feithfulneſ7 as they did-, 
the very remembrance of you ſhall be gratefil to thoſe 
that come after you 3 and your vertwins ations will 
treſerve,you lonzer in memory , than any Epitaph ups 
on, yoar Grave-ſtones. 1 leave. it to. your own de» 
ciding, whether a commendation written.in the bearts 
of men , be, not much mare durable than in pillars of 
marble: And who-may more juſtly expect , or more 
rationally bope for it, thanhe that diſchargetha pueb- 
lick truſt religiouſly, faithfully, conſcientiouſly ? 

3- This will make your people happy.  ( I call them 
youre, Whiltt under your Government) Magiſtrates 
aftioys reach further than their own perſons : and 
tend cxtreamly either to the advantage or. diſad- 
vaytage of the places where they live. . We ice it 
in the caſe: of David: ( for I ſtilkeep him in mine 
eye ) Whilſt he lived, Iſrael flowriſted in times of 
peace, and congurred in times of war. Nay, when 
he was dead, Jeruſalem fared the better for bim. 
Sermacherib invadcs Judab ſome 3co years after Da- 
vids time 3 Abaz had provoked God to anger by his 
Holatry , yet. notwithſtanding that provocation , 
God thinks of Dayid , remembers his piety, and re- 
ſolves for his ſake , Jerajalem ſhould be defended : 
I'will Jefend this City to, fave it , for mine own ſake, 
and for my ſervsnt Davids ſake 3 2 Kings Ig. 34: 
And truly this is but what elſewhere we learn from 
the Seripture , Prov. 28. 2. For tbe tranſgreſſiun of 
8 land many are the Princes thereif , buthy a man of 
underitanding the ſtate thereof ſhall be. prolonged » i 
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ſhall be made hez/thfielh, as health is a great means 
of prolonging life. And I know not well how to 
uſe a fironger Mitive. What greater comfore hath 
the Narſe than to ſet the Childrhrive at her breaft? 
And what greater ſatisfaftion to a pord Governout , 
than to [ee the Town b under is Government 3 
nay to lay a Monkees 7 od much as can be) fo 
perpetuate its bappineſs many years ofter him ? Par- 
don me if I «rge this with ſome earnefthgſ7 4 out 
of the bSoyour 1 bear to thisplace. May all the bleſ- 
fings of beaven continnaliy yeſt, and the tender mercies 
of the moſt High deſcend upon it. May all the In- 
rants find Grate, Plenty, and Peace; and the Town 
flouriſh while the Sun and Moon endure. To Which 
Petiticns God Almighty (ay Amen. 

4. This will make your death comfortable. Death 
makes no difference between Magiſtrate and People, 
between Prince and Peaſant, The Mortal Sythe is 
Maſter of the Royall Scepter, and mowes down the 
Lillies of the Crown, as well as the Graſ5 of the 
Field. Die you muſt, be you never fo great, be 
you never fo vertudus : only your vertiee will be 


what Tranquillity did David gy to bis Fathers? When 
he had done his work he lier down in peace to take 
his reſt ; whereupon his death is called a falling ou 
ſeep. David afttr be had ſerved his own Generation 
bythe will of God, fell an ſep, which is the ſecond 
part ofthe text: | 

2. David: 
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2, Davids reft : be fell on ſleep. A Metaphericall 
word, though very appoſite Oe hewifbs, Oe is 
aſhore death, Death is a long ſleep: when the earth 
is our bed, a winding-ſheet our cloths, the great re> 
J urrethon-day our morning to awake in, and the 
Arcb-Angels Trumpet our Monitor to ariſe. It is a 
for its refreſhment. A nights reſt recruits that 
ſtrength which was ſpent in the days toil : and our 
bodies ſhall be raiſed in a far better plight than we 
laid them down. For this corrupt! f muſt put mM 
incorreption, and this myrialt muſt put on immortalt- 
ty I Cor. 15. 53. But I dare not proſecute this 
P zralell any further. Let me therefore extreat you 


as you expect comfort when all earthly Comforts for- 


ſake you3 as you value Peace of Conſcience at your 
Liſt bour 3 and a pleaſant paſſage into eternity: as 
you would have the King of terrors preſented leſs 
dreadfull, and be ready togive up your accounts with 
joy: See to what I have charged as your duties. And 
think but with*your (clves how it will revive your 
ſpirits to ſay with the Apoſtle 2 Cor. 1. 12. Our 
rejoycing # 1Þis, the teſtimony of our Conſcience , that 
in all ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, we have bad our 
converſation in the wrld. How merrily you may 
fing a Nunc dimittis, Lord now letteft thou thy Ser- 
vant depart in peace , when you can appeal to God 
both as Chriſtians and Magiſtrates with good Heze- 
kiah, Iſai. 38. 3- Kemember O Lord how I have 
walked before theeyin truth, and with a perfeti heart, and 
bave done that which is right in thy fight. To \hutup 
all: Remember who it is that ſets you in your 
ſtation, what he requires from you, that you are 
but Servants, and as Servants mult be acconntable: 
that a time is coming for your appearance before the 
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great Tribunal], where you (ball be queſtioned for 

the management of all your offices. Let theſe things 
finkznto your hearts, and dire you-in your ations; 

that doing Davids work, ſerving your | IEF by 

the will of God, you/ may enter into Davids reſt . 

your. bodies may reſt ſecurely in the grave, and your 

OY ſows enjoy that eternall reft which remains to the 
+ 4:2* people of. God. "To which reſt God of his, mercy 
bring us all through Feſis Chriſt. To whom with 
"the Father, and the Hly Ghoſt, be Honour , Praiſe , 
Power, Dominionz and Thankggtuing, now henceforth, 
and for evermore, Amen, | 


The Authors abſence from London hath occaſioned ſome 
miſtakes , eſpecially in #be two firſt ſheets of this Book, 
Such as are leſs material , whether miſ- otnting , or 
miſ-placing of Marginal Duotations , the Reader is 
defired courte:uſly to pardon 7 Such as are of greater 
concernment be theſe following , which he may corred 
with bis Pen. 
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